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WOMAIS^'S  WORK  FOR  WOMAN. 

We  come  to  you,  dear  friends,  amid  the  perfumed  buds  of 
spring — spring  in  the  natural  world,  and  among  the  nations 
of  the  earth.  The  frost-fetters  that  have  barred  for  centuries 
the  doors  of  the  Orient,  are  melting  one  by  one.  Of  many 
lands  it  may  be  said,  "  Lo  the  winter  is  past,  the  rain  is  over 
and  gone;  the  flowers  appear  on  the  earth  ;  the  time  of  the 
singing  of  birds  is  come,  and  the  voice  of  the  turtle  is  heard 
in  our  land."  Truly,  it  is  time  for  thankfulness  and  rejoicing. 
As  we  look  abroad  upon  the  earth  we  cannot  but  exclaim^, 
"Behold,  what  hath  God  wrought!" 

But  we  do  not  forget  that  it  is  time  for  planting,  if  we 
would  gather  the  increase,  nor  close  our  ears  to  the  command 
of  the  Master,  "  Go  work  in  my  vincj^ard  ! "  Never  before 
have  the  gates  of  God's  great  vineyard  been  opened  so  wide, 
nor  the  toilers  at  our  outposts  cried  more  importunately, 
"  Come  over  and  help  us!"  Surely  never  was  the  work  of 
woman  so  clearly  defined  as  at  present.    'Tis  no  new  service 
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she  is  to  render,  but  in  a  wider  field.  Her  mission  abroad 
bears  the  same  relation  to  the  church  as  at  home. 

How  can  she  look  upon  the  pictures  of  paganism  photo- 
graphed by  the  missionary  except  through  her  tears?  How 
must  her  soul  be  stirred  to  its  depths  when  she  feels  that 
woman's  hand  alone  can  lead  her  degraded  heathen  sister  up 
to  light  and  life  !  The  woman  of  to-day  bears  a  responsibility 
proportionate  to  the  grandeur  of  the  times.  Her  work  is 
world-wide,  will  she  prove  herself  its  equal  y 

Women  are  at  work,  you  say.  Yes,  we  thank  God  for  so 
many  consecrated  lives,  and  would  fain  have  the  thousands 
of  others  know  and  feel  the  privilege  of  such  devotion.  It 
is  the  work  of  such  we  are  to  chronicle  in  these  pages.  The 
dear  ones  gone  out  from  us  to  live  for  those  who  know  not 
the  way  of  life;  the  women,  full  of  faith  and  zeal,  sustaining 
them  with  precious  gifts  and  prayers  at  home ;  these  are  the 
two  halves  of  the  mission  w^ork,  the  two  links  which  we  unite 
in  our 

woman's  foreign  missionary  society. 

This  Society,  although  in  operation  less  than  a  year,  has 
gone  steadily  forward,  awakening  interest  in  many  parts  of 
the  Union.  Its  plan  is  simple, — systematic  giving  and  ear- 
nest prayer.  We  feel  already  their  power,  and  hare  been 
able  to  say  to  the  Board,  "  We  will  assume  the  support  of 
such  and  such  ladies  in  the  field.  We  will  take  under  our 
care  such  a  native  teacher  or  scholar." 

We  have  every  reason  for  encouragement,  and  yet,  as  we 
hear  the  pleadings  for  help  of  the  few  overtaxed  missionaries 
in  Persia,  in  Syria,  in  Siam, — in  every  one  of  our  missions,  we 
must  ask  for  many  more  laborers  and  much  more  means. 
AVhat  have  we  yet  given,  as  a  church,  to  the  cause  of  Christ, 
from  the  abundance  of  our  gold,  our  work,  or  our  talent  ?  Is 
it  the  tenth  ?  For  many  it  is  far  more  ;  for  the  majority  much 
less.  Let  us  work  while  the  day  lasts,  work  hand  in  hand; 
all  eternity  is  before  us  in  which  to  enjoy  the  fruit  of  our 
labors, 
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SYRIA— Beirut. 

Miss  S.  B.  Loring,  in  a  letter  to  her  friends,  dated  Beirut, 
February  27th,  writes  of  the  pupils  of  the  seminary,  and  the 
natives  whom  she  had  met  in  a  social  way,  as  follows : 

On  Friday  night  Dr.  J  invited  us  to  his  house  to  meet 

about  one  hundred  natives.  1  enjoy  these  native  companies  so 
much,  they  are  so  very  cordial.  Dr.  Bliss  says  their  cordiality 
comes  from  the  heart.  I  told  him  the  girls  in  the  seminary 
are  cordial  and  kind  one  day,  and  angry  and  sulky  the  next. 
He  says  that  comes  from  the  heart  also.  I  assure  you  there 
were  some  handsome  young  men  and  girls  at  our  gathering. 
One  girl  was  dazzling,  sh&'s  so  beautiful,  I  never  saw  finer 
looking,  more  intelligent  faces.  I  am  learning  to  love  these 
girls  very  much.  Some  of  their  ways  are  fearfully  disa- 
greeable, but  I  don't  care  for  that.  They  are  sharp  as  tacks. 
"We  have  four  grades  of  daily  Bible  classes  in  the  school. 
Every  girl  is  required  to  be  in  one  of  these.  Thc}^  know 
more  of  dates,  and  historical  facts,  than  half  the  girls  of  the 
same  age  in  America.  The  worst  of  the  matter  is,  they  leave 
school  so  young,  and  go  home  to  "sit'^  a  year,  before  being 
married. 

LEARNING  THE  LANGUAGE. 

We  have  two  girls  in  English  history,  and  two  in  music. 
Music  is  not  appreciated  by  the  Arabs  yet,  but  the  missiona- 
ries are  trying  to  make  them  appreciate  it,  and  I  sup])Ose  I 
can  do  some  good  with  the  fifteen  or  twenty  who  speak 
English,  in  the  evening ;  but  I  feel  tied,  hand  and  foot,  by  this 
heathenish  language.  All  unite  in  assuring  me  that  it  is  very 
difficult.  ]  have  studied  it  enough  to  know  that  it  is  terrible 
to  pronounce,  and  hard  to  remember  the  words.    The  con- 
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struction  of  sentences  and  modes  of  thought,  are  just  the 
opposite  of  all  we  learn  at  home.  Everything  comes  "the 
wrong  end  first."  With  it  all  there  is  a  good  deal  of  system, 
and  it  is  fascinating  to  trace  its  hidden  beauty.  But  the 
Arabic  teachers  are  very  poor.  Mine  understands  the  lan- 
guage well,  although  he  speaks  very  little  English ;  but  he  is 
no  teacher  at  all,  and  I  have  to  dig  out  what  little  I  get. 
Never  busier  in  my  life,  I  drag  along  with  it.  I  shall  know 
in  three  or  four  years,  I  suppose,  whether  I  am  to  learn  it  or 
not.  Have  not  come  to  anything  yet  unconquerable.  I  sus- 
pect it  is  part  of  the  cross  to  learn  to  be  patient,  and  wait  in 
the  Lord's  work.    So  I  am  trying  to  bear  it. 

MAIL  DAY. 

You  will  not  laugh,  surely,  when  I  tell  you  that  mail  day 
is  the  missionary  jubilee  in  the  seminary.  We  mount  the 
housetop  early  every  other  Monday  morning  to  look  for  the 
steamer.  Then  we  sit  by  the  window,  and  watch  the  distri- 
bution of  the  mail  over  in  the  "Mission  Press,"  and  by  the 
time  the  messenger  gets  here  with  our  letters  we  are  almost 
too  shaky  to  read.  I  have  an  awful  streak  of  homesickness, 
once  in  seven  days^  that  lasts  about  ten  minutes  by  the  town- 
clock,*  which  is  on  the  church  right  behind  our  house.  My 
windows  look  out  on  a  cheering  scene, — the  church  and  the 
American  cemetery,  with  its  tall,  dark  c^^press  trees,  and  over 
beyond,  "the  sea,  the  sea,  so  dear  to  me."  1  "remember 
the  way  by  which  I  came  "  too  well  to  like  the  sea  much  yet. 
There,  too,  are  the  mountains,  just  as  beautiful  as  they  can 
be.  San  Nein,  the  highest  peak,  next  to  Mt.  Hermon,  is  op- 
posite my  window,  and  covered  with  snow. 

TRIP  TO  DOG  RIVER. 

I  went  with  a  party  on  last  Saturday  to  Dog  River.  It 
flows  out  of  the  mountains  into  the  sea  (very  naturally). 
The  nearly  perpendicular  sides  of  the  mountains  which  we 

*  This  clock  was  presented  by  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Scranton, 
Pa.    It  is  considered  the  chronometer  of  the  country. — Ed. 
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crossed  are  almost  entirely  a  mass  of  rocks.  About  eight  of 
the  great  rocks  have  inscriptions  and  figures  in  Assyrian, 
Phenician,  and  Egyptian,  thousands  of  years  old.  There  is 
one  of  Napoleon  of  1860.  The  zigzag  road  over  the  moun- 
tain is  of  stone  steps,  and  was  made  by  Sesostris  thirteen 
centuries  before  Christ.  It  was  repaired  by  Sennacherib,  and 
then  again  by  the  Roman  Antonius.  There  are  tracks  on 
the  rocks  which  are  supposed  to  be  of  chariot  wheels.  The 
idea  of  going  over  such  places  in  a  chariot,  when  my  horse 
would  hardly  risk  it!  But  they  did  it.  Most  of  the  way  was 
by  the  sea,  and  a  lovelier  day  could  not  be  imagined.  It  was 
a  day  to  be  remembered. 

Oh!  those  horrid  barking  dogs!  They  hark  in  Arabic.  It 
would  be  a  relief  if  they  could  be  taught  Pennsj-lvania  Dutch. 
Now  don't  forget  that  when  you  ought  to  write  to  "  the  dear 
missionaries"  of  this  far-off  land  on  Wednesday,  and  put  it 
off  till  Thursday,  you  keep  "the  dear  missionaries"  on  the 
house-top  two  weeks  longer  for  your  miserable  procrasti- 
nation. 


INDIA— Allahabad. 

Letter  from  Mrs.  Walsh,  of  February  23. 

My  dear  Friends:  It  was  with  great  pleasure  I  learned, 
from  reading  the  Presbyterian,  that  you  had  formed  societies 
in  different  cities  to  promote  the  interests  of  female  education 
among  women  of  the  East.  I  write  a  few  lines  to  bid  you 
God-speed  in  your  work,  and  to  tell  you  a  little  about  the 
work  in  the  land  in  which  I  have  so  lon^  dwelt. 

A  most  bitter  prejudice  exists  in  the  minds  of  the  people 
in  many  parts  of  India  against  female  education,  and  this 
prejudice  is  deep-rooted.  It  is  hardly  possible  for  us  to  con- 
ceive how  hard  it  is  for  a  native  of  this  land  to  adopt  any 
new  opinion,  for  all  his  ideas  are  inwrought  into  his  very 
nature,  and  he  holds  them  as  sacred.  These  people  think 
that  the  highest  duty  of  a  woman  is  to  marry,  and  devote 
herself  with  all  her  thoughts  and  energies  to  the  comfort  of 
her  family.    If  she  should  learn  to  read,  they  say  she  will  be 
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80  occupied  with  her  books  that  she  will  neglect  these  duties. 
Another  reason  for  this  prejudice  is,  that  only  the  worst 
characters  among  women  are  taught  to  read.  They  are 
regularly  trainec^to  make  themselves  agreeable  to  men,  and 
men  w^iose  wives  are  kept  in  stupid  ignorance  that  they  may 
look  upon  them  as  gods,  resort  to  these  accomplished  courte- 
sans to  be  amused. 

THE  MISSING  GIRL. 

Some  years  ago,  when  I  lived  in  Futtehghur,  I  had  charge 
of  a  native  female  school.  We  could  only  get  the  little  girls 
to  attend  by  pa^'ing  them  a  little  less  than  a  penny  a  day,  as 
they  were  of  the  poorest  classes^  and  could  earn  more  than 
this  by  carrying  bricks.  There  was  one  little  girl  in  the 
school  who  was  very  quick  and  intelligent.  I  took  a  deep 
interest  in  her,  indulging  in  many  fond  dreams  for  her  future, 
but  after  she  had  learned  all  I  could  teach  her,  I  missed  her 
from  the  school.  I  inquired  after  her  repeatedly,  but  was 
always  quieted  by  some  excuse,  until  at  last  the  fatal  truth 
came  out.  She  had  been  educated  for  the  worst  of  purposes, 
and  her  future  life  was  to  be  one  of  infamy.  I  cried  over 
that  little  lost  one  most  bitterly,  and  even  now  tears  of  regret 
will  fall  for  her  sad  fate.  She  learned  a  great  deal,  however, 
about  our  precious  Saviour,  and  who  knows  but  He  may 
have  had  pity  on  her. 

A  CULTIVATED  PEOPLE. 

Eemember  too  that  we  have  a  highly  civilized  people  to 
deal  with ;  men  who  know  much  of  the  mysteries  of  a  subtle 
philosophy,  Avhose  minds  are  most  imaginative,  very  refined 
in  feeling,  and  courteous  in  manner,  and  believing  heart  and 
soul  in  a  religion  which  is  said  to  be  the  very  masterpiece 
of  Satan.  I  fear  people  at  home  form  wrong  ideas  of  these 
Eastern  nations.  They  think,  because  of  their  heathenism, 
they  must  be  barbarous  and  savage,  forgetting  that  this 
people  had  a  literature  and  civilization  when  Great  Britain 
was  the  abode  of  savages.  Their  tastes  are  totally  different 
from  ours.    When  I  visit  zenanas  I  see  high  caste  Brahmin 
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women,  fair  and  delicate,  and  proud  as  any  one  of  the 
nobility  of  England  of  their  high  lineage,  sitting  in  a  little 
dark  room  so  dirty  that  I  can  scarcely  find  a  clean  place  to 
sit  while  I  talk  to  them.  These  very  women  embroider 
beautiful  lace  veils  and  trim  skirts  with  gold  and  silver  lace, 
then  on  holidays  deck  themselves  with  magnificent  jewels, 
and  in  these  clothes  they  go  out  to  enjoy  themselves  in  their 
own  way.  When  I  ask  them  why  they  do  not  learn  to  read, 
they  say,  "  It  is  not  our  custom,  we  are  so  occupied  with  our 
home  duties  we  have  no  time  to  learn."  These  women  are 
as  happy  in  their  dark  dirty  places  as  many  a  fine  lady  in 
her  beautiful  drawing-room ;  happier  perhaps,  for  they  are 
fully  occupied,  and  fine  ladies  often  are  not. 

WHY  WE  PITY  THEM. 

I  think  it  is  a  mistake  to  pity  their  lot  in  life.  They  have  as 
much  to  enjoy  as  we  have.  The  same  warm  affections  exist  in 
their  hearts  as  in  ours;  indeed,  in  regard  to  the  sacred  light 
in  which  they  hold  all  family  relations,  we  might  safely  learn 
much  from  them.  They  are  to  be  pitied  because  thay  believe 
in  a  religion  which  is  utterly  false  and  corrupt,  and  which 
has  blinded  their  minds  to  a  fearful  extent.  It  is  something 
awful  to  see  these  poor  people  so  contented  with  this  reli- 
gion, enduring  all  sorts  of  penances  to  purchase  salvation. 
When  we  tell  them  of  a  Saviour  whose  blood  can  cleanse  them 
from  all  sin,  and  that  they  can  have  salvation  "  without 
money  and  without  price,"  some  mock,  and  others  quietlj^ 
say,  "  Our  religion  has  served  our  forefathers  for  many  gen- 
erations, ar.d  it  will  do  for  us."  Oh,  how  often  has  my  heart 
ached  because  of  their  utter  indifi'erence  and  often  hatred  to 
that  Saviour  so  precious  to  me.  I  have  told  you  all  this, 
dear  friends,  to  show  you  how  many  difficulties  there  are  in 
the  way  of  female  education,  but  I  believe  these  difficulties 
are  gradually  being  overcome.  The  hearts  of  men  are  in 
God's  hands,  and  "  he  can  turn  them  whithersoever  he 
will."  I  think  it  but  fair  that  you  should  know  something 
of  the  difficulties  wc  have  to  contend  with,  and  now  that  you 
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have  formed  yourselves  into  societies  to  help  on  this  great 
work,  I  trust  you  are  ready  to  sympathize  with  us  as  well 
as  help,  and  work  steadily  on  even  though  you  never  hear  of 
any  results. 

ENCOURAGEMENT. 

A  dear  missionary  labored  many  years  in  Calcutta,  preach- 
ing most  faithfully  to  the  heathen.  When  he  came  to  die  he 
said,  "I  never  knew  that  one  soul  was  ever  converted  unto 
God  by  means  of  my  preaching,"  and  yet  he  never  got  dis- 
couraged, or  thought  of  giving  up  his  work.  I  believe  we 
cannot  cherish  a  deep,  earnest  desire  to  do  good  to  others 
and  not  effect  something,  so  if  you  are  resolved,  come  what 
may,  to  go  steadily  on,  I  am  sure  God  will  bless  you.  But 
all  is  not  dark  by  any  means,  and  we  have  much  to  encour- 
age us,  many  bright  gleams  of  light  amid  the  darkness.  I 
am  writing  now  about  what  we  call  theXorthwest  Provinces 
of  India.  The  customs  in  different  parts  of  India  are  very 
different,  and  female  education  is  in  a  much  more  advanced 
state  in  other  parts  than  just  about  us.  Most  of  the  Bengali 
women  I  have  met  with  can  read,  and  the  Parsees  in  Bombay 
keep  up  schools  at  their  own  expense  for  females.  They 
drive  out  in  fine  carriages,  their  wives  seated  by  their  side. 

THE  ZENANA  GIRL  AND  THE  WIDOW. 

M}''  Bible  women  took  me  to  a  new  zenana  the  other  day, 
where  I  found  a  little  girl,  a  very  intelligent  little  thing, 
most  anxious  to  learn  to  read.  Her  father  had  got  her  a 
book  and  one  of  the  Bible  women  had  taught  her  to  spell 
very  well.  She  said  she  had  a  brother  who  attended  the 
Government  college,  and  I  asked  her  if  he  would  not  help 
her  with  her  lessons  when  he  came  home  at  night,  so  that 
she  might  get  on  faster.  "Oh,  no,"  the  little  thing  said 
sadly,  "he  is  so  busy  until  bedtime." 

A  pundit,  who  was  very  successful  in  establishing  schools 
in  Mynpuri  and  Futtehghur,  has  come  here  to  try  what  he 
can  do.  The  other  day  he  told  me  that  he  had  made  the 
acquaintance  of  a  native  widow  who  could  read  and  was  will- 
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ing  to  teach  a  school  of  native  girls.  I  wect  with  the  pundit 
to  pay  a  visit  to  this  woman,  and  found  that  she  could  read 
Sanscrit  and  the  Ramayan,  the  sacred  book  of  the  Hindus^ 
fluently.  I  was  greatly  interested  in  her,  and  her  history 
was  rather  romantic.  She  became  a  widow  about  the  time 
of  the  Indian  mutiny,  and  ever  since  has  devoted  herself  to  a 
religious  life.  In  order  to  be  near  the  Ganges,  she  had  left  her 
native  village  and  taken  up  her  abode  in  the  house  of  a  very 
holy  pundit  in  Allahabad.  Her  whole  time  is  devoted  to 
reading  the  sacred  books  of  her  religion,  worship2)ing  sense- 
less .idols,  and  bathing  in  the  Ganges.  There  is  much  that 
is  silly  and  corrupt  in  these  sacred  books  of  the  Hindus,  but 
there  are  pure  precepts  too,  and  noble  deeds  are  recorded 
that  would  not  shame  Christian  heroes.  All  this  suits  the 
dreamy,  poetical,  imaginative  minds  of  these  people  exactly. 
I  could  not  help  regarding  this  woman  with  respect  for  her 
devotion,  but  I  said  to  her,  "  Do  you  think  the  water  of  the 
Ganges  can  wash  away  your  sinT^  "Yes,"  she  said  gently, 
"most  certainly  I  do.^'  Then  I  told  her  what  I  believed, 
and  how  my  Saviour  had  taken  the  whole  load  of  sin  upon 
himself,  offering  himself  a  sacrifice,  and  that  I  knew  his  blood 
could  cleanse  me  entirely.  She  smiled  pleasantly,  then  said, 
"  I  will  read  your  sacred  book,  too,  and  learn  all  about  your 
religion.^' 

THE  PUNDIT  AND  HIS  DAUGHTER. 

She  told  me  that  the  pundit  in  whose  house  she  lived  had 
lost  his  wife,  and  he  too  had  devoted  himself  to  his  religion. 
He  has  only  one  child,  a  girl,  and  she  is  her  father's  constant 
companion,  taking  such  an  interest  in  his  pursuits  that  he 
has  been  forced  into  teaching  her  to  read  the  Sanscrit  char- 
acter, which  she  rattled  over  to  me  without  knowing  a 
word  of  the  meaning.  She  promised  to  learn  to  read  books 
she  could  understand,  and  as  she  is  so  bright  and  intelligent 
will  soon  do  so  no  doubt.  I  forgot  to  say  that  another  great 
reason  why  Hindu  women  are  unwilling  to  learn  to  read  is, 
they  arc  told  they  will  become  widows  if  they  do,  and  no 
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greater  misfortune  could  happen  them.  After  they  do  be- 
come widows,  it  is  a  common  practice  among  them  to  le.irn 
to  read  and  devote  themselves  to  a  religious  life  like  the  one 
I  saw. 


INDIA — Mynp  iiri. 

Extract  from  Miss  X.  Dickey's  letter. 
Since  I  have  been  here  my  first  great  object  has  been  the 
study  of  the  language.    With  this  I  combine  the  study  of 
the  people,  and  for  this  purpose  have  visited  several  of  the 
schools  with  Mrs.  Alexander. 

"  Of  course  I  cannot  speak  of  their  progress,  I  only  know 
the  pupils  seem  very  anxious  to  learn,  and  are  a  much  brighter 
class  than  I  had  expected  to  find.  There  are  a  number  of 
little  girls  far  smarter  than  the  majority  I  know  at  home. 
It  is  a  touching  scene  where  old  women  are  patiently  spell- 
ing out  the  w^ords,  and  are  so  delighted  when  they  answer  a 
question  correctly.  They  seem  to  prefer  the  catechism  above 
other  books.  3Iay  we  not  take  this  as  an  evidence  that  the 
Spirit  of  God  is  leading  them  from  darkness  to  light? 

"  But  what  pleases  me  more  than  anything  else  is  to  see 
the  greeting  which  Mrs.  A.  receives  everywhere  she  goes. 
The  pleasure  beaming  from  every  eye,  the  love  and  confidence 
shown  in  every  countenance,  is  sufiicient  proof  that  she  has 
won  their  hearts.  In  coming  here  I  have  realized  more  than 
ever  the  vast  amount  of  work  to  be  done,  and  the  few  work- 
ers in  the  field.  I  w^onder  at  the  coldness  of  the  j^eople  at 
home,  at  my  own  coldness  in  these  past  years,  and  I  implore 
the  Spirit's  inspiration  that  I  may  write  such  words  as  will 
warm  their  hearts,  and  rouse  each  one  to  a  sense  of  the  duty 
he  owes  to  the  cause  of  Missions.  Could  they  but  see  what 
we  see,  and  know  what  we  know,  the  treasury  would  never 
be  empty,  nor  the  laborers  wanting. 

"  I  feel  it  to  be  part  of  my  work  to  interest  my  friends  at 
home  in  our  work  here,  that  they  may  realize  there  is  a  re- 
sponsibility resting  upon  them  too." 
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INDIA— Ambala. 

Letter  from  Miss  M.  B.  Thompson. 

ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  LODIANA  MISSION. 

It  is  overland  day  again,  and  I  am  seated  at  the  table  in 
Dr.  Morrison's  pleasant  dining-room  to  write  you  a  long  let- 
ter, giving  some  account  of  my  visit  to  Lodiana,  the  annual 
meeting,  &c.  We  left  here,  a  goodly  company  of  us,  early 
on  the  morning  of  the  11th.  It  is  about  sevent^^  miles  from 
Ambala  to  Lodiana  b}'  rail,  and  we  were  three  hours  in  mak- 
ing it.  There  is  little  of  interest  on  the  way.  This  light  soil 
of  the  Panjaub  very  soon  returns  to  its  normal  condition — 
dry  powder — after  the  rains,  and  now  all  surface  vegetation, 
except  where  the  land  is  irrigated,  is  brown  and  parched. 
We  go  through  a  strip  of  the  Patila  district,  over  which  is  a 
native  Kaja.  Parts  of  this  district  are  cultivated,  but  much 
of  it  is  a  jungle  of  tall  yellow  grass,  so  well  represented  by 
the  pictures  at  home,  that  one  is  constantly  looking  for  the 
wild  beasts  that  are  always  seen  peering  from  the  thicket  in 
the  latter.  We  pass  through  several  native  cities,  each  con- 
taining a  fortified  serai  or  inn,  which  were  built  at  convenient 
distances  by  the  Moguls,  and  accommodated  them  in  their 
marches.  Wc  stop  at  four  of  these  cities,  and  arrive  at  Lo- 
diana at  near  9  o'clock,  find  good  missionary  brethren  await- 
ing us,  and  are  soon  driven  to  the  Mission  Compound,  where 
the  sisters  give  us  warm  welcome. 

LODIANA. 

The  desert  of  Sahara  could  hardly  be  more  barren  than 
Lodiana  without  cultivation.  This  same  tall  jungle  grass 
seems  to  be  all  that  grows  spontaneously,  but  hard,  beautiful 
roads  have  been  made  of  a  kind  of  limestone  called  Kun- 
kar.  Fine  large  trees  line  each  side  of  these,  making  de- 
lightful avenues  for  walking  or  driving.  The  Mission  Com- 
pound itself  seems  a  little  oasis  in  the  desert;  not  green  like 
Dehra,  or  our  own  America,  but  has  pleasant  shaded  roads, 
and  a  goodly  number  of  trees.  These  preserve  their  verdure 
because  the  roots  strike  deep  enough  to  find  moisture  for 
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their  nourishment.  The  garden  contains  a  grove  of  mangoes, 
which  makes  a  sheltered  place  for  sitting  or  walking.  But 
the  most  delightful  part  is  the  home-like  appearance,  and  the 
air  of  sociabilit}'  presented.  Four  nice  little  kothis  are  occu- 
pied respectively  by  Mrs. 'Myers,  Mr.  Wherrj-,  Mr.  Bergen 
and  families,  and  Miss  Jerram.  There  is  a  neat  little  church, 
besides  a  printing-house  and  book  depository. 

Outside  the  Compound  is  a  native  Christian  settlement, 
the  people  of  which  are  mostly  connected  with  the  Press. 

During  the  meeting  the  yard  was  studded  with  tents,  and 
people  going  to  and  fro,  with  that  unmistakable,  energetic, 
American  step.  It  was  a  lively  little  place  for  a  week.  The 
table  d'hote  was  at  Mrs.  Myers's.  It  was  a  pleasant  com- 
pany of  over  twenty  that  assembled  round  it  three  times  a 
day,  and  did  not  contradict  the  generally  received  opinion 
that  clericals  have  a  due  appreciation  of  the  good  things  of 
this  life. 

THE  MEETING. 

Friday-  evening  Dr.  John  jS'ewton,  Jr.,  preached  the  opening 
sermon  from  Phil.  2 :  5-8,  on  the  humanit}^  of  Christ,  dwell- 
ing largely  upon  the  comforts  derived  from  the  belief  that 
his  Divinity  was,  to  a  great  extent,  held  in  abej^ance.  It 
was  a  most  interesting  discourse,  and  like  those  that  followed 
it,  a  great  treat  to  us  who  are  so  hungry  for  good  English 
sermons.  Dr.  goes  about,  when  at  leisure,  with  his  little 
Greek  Testament,  and  never  speaks  without  saying  something 
which  impresses  one.  On  Sabbath  Mr.  Kelso  preached  in 
the  morning.  In  the  afternoon  we  went  to  the  church  in 
the  city,  a  very  common  building,  but  it  was  to  me  the  most 
interesting  congregation  I  have  seen  in  India.  Services  are 
only  in  Hindustani  there,  and  reach  the  heathen  directly. 
It  was  a  mixed  assembly,  however.  First,  in  front  of  the 
pulpit,  a  dozen  or  more  missionaries,  next  the  orphanage 
girls,  in  their  blue  plaid  dresses  and  white  chudders.  Next 
the  native  Christians;  behind  them  the  heathen  boys  from 
the  schools,  who  are  obliged  to  attend  one  service  per  week, 
while  on  steps  of  mason-work  at  the  sides,  were  two  rows 
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of  people  from  without  who  had  come  to  listen.  That  all 
who  will  ma}'  hear,  the  windows  are  kept  wide  open,  as  near- 
est the  speaker  are  crowds  who  remain  a  longer  or  shorter 
time,  according  to  the  power  of  the  speaker  to  hold  them. 
That  afternoon  thej  were  addressed  by  one  born  in  this  coun- 
try, and  who  speaks  the  language  with  great  facility,  besides 
having  an  aptitude  for  illustration.  Yery  few  went  away 
although  the  service  was  long.  In  the  evening  the  sacra- 
ment was  administered,  Mr.  Woodside  performing  the  Eng- 
lish, and  Dr.  Morrison  the  Hindustani  part  of  the  services. 
Two  girls  from  the  Orphanage,  and  one  man  who  had  been 
a  heathen,  were  admitted  to  the  church  that  day.  We  had 
a  ladies'  prayer-meeting  daily,  which  I  enjoyed  very  much. 

ZENANA  WORK. 

Miss  Jerram  gave  me  some  interesting  accounts  of  her 
zenana  work.  She  belongs  to  an  English  society,  but  works 
with  our  missionaries.  There  is,  in  Lodiana,  an  exiled  royal 
familj'  from  Cabul,  who  seem  very  anxious  to  learn  the  truth, 
part  of  them  at  least.  One  beginner  is  ver}^  fond  of  her,  and 
wishes  to  be  baptized.  Another  Persian  doctor's  family  wel- 
come her  very  warmly.  She  laments  her  inability  to  meet 
the  wants  of  these  women.  Wherever  she  goes  she  finds 
women  begging  her  to  give  them  regular  instruction,  if 
among  the  class  that  she  visits  occasionally.  Those  whom 
she  instructs  entreat  her  to  come  oftener,  while  others  whom 
she  only  meets  by  chance  plead  for  her  visits.  Oh,  this  mis- 
sion work,  wherever  you  go,  seems  like  attempting  to  level 
a  great  mountain  with  one  little  spade.  But  with  God  all 
things  are  possible. 


CHINA— Canton, 

Letter  from  Miss  H.  Noyes. 

WOMAN  ALONE  CAN  TEACH  THE  GIRLS. 

I  AM  ver}'  glad  to  know  that  your  work  is  fairly  com- 
menced, and  trust  that  it  will  be  successfully  continued 
during  all  the  years  that  are  to  come  before  the  gospel  will 
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be  preached  to  every  creature.  I  hope  the  day  is  not  far 
distant  when  an  auxiliary  society  will  be  found  in  every  one 
of  the  Presbyterian  churches.    .    .  . 

The  schools  my  brother  has  charge  of  are  composed  en- 
tirely of  boys,  and  not  in  an}^  way  connected  with  the  girls' 
schools.  Indeed,  as  a  general  rule,  a  foreign  gentleman 
would  not  be  allowed  to  visit  a  girls'  school.  When  I  came 
here,  three  years  since,  there  were  no  girls'  schools  in  con- 
nection with  our  mission,  although  there  had  previously  been 
some  under  the  care  of  the  first  Mrs.  Happer  and  Mrs.  French. 
I  opened  a  school  then,  and  the  first  year  had  only  eleven 
scholars.  The  next  year  more  than  twice  that  number  at- 
tended, and  this  year  there  have  been  over  thirty,  w^hich  is 
considered  a  large  number  for  a  girls'  school  here. 

CHINESE  SCHOOL-GIRLS. 

The  Chinese  language  difl'ers  so  much  from  ours  that  our 
plan  of  instructing  them  difl'ers  somewhat  from  that  in  schools 
at  home.  It  seems  necessary  that  they  get;  first  of  all,  a 
knowledge  of  a  number  of  characters  before  they  begin  to 
read  books  at  all  understandiugly.  It  is  just  as  though, 
when  a  child  commences  to  go  to  school,  she  must  learn  first 
an  alphabet  of  several  hundred  characters.  In  this  way  (not 
understanding  the  meaning  until  it  is  explained)  they  study 
the  three  and  four  character  classics,  or  little  books  contain- 
ing a  summary  of  Christian  truths,  and  then  portions  of  the 
New  Testament.  After  they  have  been  in  school  a  year  or 
two  they  can  begin  to  read  and  understand  a  little  of  collo- 
quial books.  There  are  very  few  of  these  published,  how- 
ever, and  the  books  in  the  book  style  are  far  more  difficult. 
They  are  usually  fond  of  singing,  and  some  of  them  learn  to 
sing  very  well.  As  a  general  thing  these  girls  are  not  from 
the  highest  families,  but,  perhaps,  a  second  class.  Many  of 
them  have  bound  feet,  the  standard  of  respectability  here. 
As  to  deportment  and  mental  capacity',  from  my  experience 
in  teaching  at  home  I  can  say  decidedly  that  they  compare 
favorably  with  American  children.    I  do  not  see  but  they 
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are  quite  as  ambitious  as  children  at  home,  and  I  have  some- 
times almost  wondered  to  see  them  study  so  diligently  what 
they  do  not  understand. 

PLANS  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

While  the  day-schools  are  in  some  respects  preferable  to 
boarding-schools,  and  with  the  same  expense  a  far  greater 
number  can  be  reached,  a  boarding-school  in  connection  with 
them  is  very  much  needed.  Its  pupils  might  be  selected 
from  the  different  day-schools;  the  most  promising  and  most 
advanced,  perhaps,  or  any  that  we  might  wish  to  keep  longer 
under  our  instruction  and  influence  than  is  possible  in  the 
day-schools. 

The  matter  has  already  been  taken  up  in  the  mission 
here,  and  an  application  sent  home  for  an  appropriation  for 
buildings  and  the  support  of  the  school.  There  is  also  to  be 
a  training  school  for  women  to  prepare  them  to  labor  as 
Bible-women  or  teachers. 

WORK  FOR  THE  SOCIETY. 

From  the  time  it  was  first  suggested,  I  have  thought  it 
would  be  very  pleasant  if  the  ladies  of  the  "  Woman's  Foreign 
Missionary  Society"  felt  inclined  to  take  these  schools  under 
their  care  from  the  beginning.  Some  four  years  since  our 
mission  purchased  a  lot  which,  although  narrow,  is  long 
enough  to  answer  ver}-  well  for  the  buildings  for  such  schools. 
As  the  mission  wish  me  to  take  charge  of  the  schools,  we 
expect  before  long  to  commence  building  a  house  on  one  end 
of  the  lot,  into  which  we  shall  move  as  soon  as  it  is  com- 
pleted. Then  we  hope  soon  to  receive  permission  from  home 
to  erect  the  necessary  school  buildings.  They  will  be  put  at 
the  other  end  of  the  lot,  leaving  space  enough  between  for  a 
little  yard,  which  will  be  very  nice  for  the  girls. 

The  number  we  have  thought  of  to  be  admitted  is  twenty 
in  the  girls'  boarding-school,  and  ten  in  the  training  school. 
The  cost  of  building  a  suitable  house  for  accommodating 
both  would  probabl}'  be  about  §1000,  and  the  expense  of 
sustaining  the  two  schools  for  a  year  would  probably  amount 
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to  about  the  same  sum.  It  will,  I  hope,  be  successfully  com- 
menced by  the  beginning  of  another  Chinese  year,  a  little 
more  than  a  year  from  now,  but  of  course  we  wait  for  direc- 
tions from  home  before  taking  any  steps  in  the  matter. 


THE  NINGPO  HOSPITAL  AND  CHILDREN'S  HOME. 

THE  WONDERFUL  OPPORTUNITIES  WE   HAVE  IN  OUR  TIME. 

In  1832  and  1833,  requests  were  sent  among  Christians 
that  they  would  pray  that  the  heart  of  the  Emperor  of  China 
might  be  so  influenced  that  he  would  permit  Christian  min- 
isters, as  missionaries,  to  enter  China.  To  many  it  seemed  a 
visionary  idea.  Some  had  faith  to  believe,  and  did  pray. 
Year  after  year  there  was  no  opening,  and  many  despaired. 
Did  God  forget?  Was  he  inattentive  to  prayer?  Was  not 
the  Empei»or's  heart  in  his  hand,  and  as  easily  turned  as  that 
of  any  child  ? 

Look  at  China  to-day;  see  what  God  has  done!  'Not  one 
place  but  all  China  is  open.  Men  may  go  as  free,  almost,  as 
among  us  to  preach  the  Gospel  in  their  own  tongue,  and  cir- 
culate tracts  and  the  Word  of  God. 

One  of  our  missionaries,  w^io  is  a  physician,  Dr.  D.  B. 
McCartee,  went  in  1845  to  Ningpo,  China.  God  there  has 
opened  a  great  door  for  usefulness.  Many  of  our  readers  will 
remember  the  two  orphan  children  of  Bev.  Kying  Ling  Yan, 
a  native  preacher,  whom  Dr.  McCartee  brought  over  Avith  him 
last  year.  Their  father  and  mother  were  children  in  the 
school  at  ]S"ingpo.  If  Dr.  McCartee  and  his  wife  had  not  taken 
these  children  into  their  family  on  the  death  of  their  parents, 
they  would  have  gone  back  to  their  heathen  friends  and  been 
trained  as  heathen.  The  labor  of  the  missionary  would  have 
been  lost,  and  the  hopes  of  Christian  parents  disappointed. 
What  was  done  in  this  case  needs  to  be  done  for  others. 
This  need  led  Dr.  McCartee,  when  in  this  country,  to  try  to 
raise  funds  for  an  orphan  asylum,  and  to  secure  from  churclies 
and  Sabbath  schools  the  support  of  these  orphans  as  they 
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corae  under  their  care.  Sick  and  aged  women  also  need  a 
hospital  or  asylum  to  which  they  can  go,  and  receive  proper 
attention. 

THE  OPEN  DOOR. 

"While  Dr.  McCartee  has  called  upon  our  churches,  we 
should  be  thankful  that  God  has  put  into  our  hands  the  op- 
portunity of  helping.  If  men  from  Macedonia  could  cry  for 
help,  do  not  these  cries  come  to  our  people  from  China  as 
with  the  voice  of  God,  crying  "  Help  for  China,  for  the  widow 
and  orphan  ?"  This  open  door  is  in  answer  to  the  prayers 
of  our  fathers.  .Let  us  also  pray,  but  let  us  also  enter  in 
where  God  has  opened. 

About  fifty  dollars  a  year  will  sustain  an  orphan  child. 
Where  can  it  do  more  good  ?  One  little  child  may  be  raised 
up  by  God  among  them  that  will  exert  an  influence  over  all 
China.  Never  forget  the  child  Samuel.  The  God  of  Samuel 
is  the  God  whom  we  serve,  and  whom  our  missionaries  teach 
to  their  children  and  people.  The  wonderful  thing  of  our  day 
is  the  opened  field,  and  the  opportunities  we  have.  Does  not 
God  speak  to  ever}^  one  of  us  by  way  of  inquiry,  "What 
have  you  done  ?  What  are  you  doing  for  these  heathen  chil- 
dren ?"  Our  fathers  could  only  pray.  They  had  no  open 
door.  Let  us  pray  and  work.  God  heard  them.  God  will 
hear  and  help  us  if  we  go  forward  in  his  work.  Eomanists 
have  their  asylums  and  hospitals  in  China.  Shall  our  mis- 
sionaries have  to  endure  the  reproach  of  not  coming  to  their 
help?  Where  or  how  can  we  spend  fifty  dollars  more  likely 
to  do  permanent  good  ? 

WE  CAN  HELP. 

Since  Dr.  and  Mrs.  McCartee  returned  to  Ningpo  several 
orphan  children  have  been  brought  to  them.  When  the  insti- 
tution is  put  on  such  a  foundation  that  they  can  open  their 
doors  to  take  what  are  offered,  we  may  confidently  look  for 
great  good  to  result. 

"The  Ningpo  Hospital  and  Children's  Home,"  will  be  a 
standing  sign  for  our  Protestant  Presbyterian  Christianity  in 
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China.  Every  Christian  in  our  native  churches  can  point 
to  it  as  the  index  of  our  principles,  and  its  fruit  will  be  that 
by  which  the  most  bitter  enemy  will  be  compelled  to  judge; 
while  it  will  be  as  a  door  of  hope  for  the  dying  Chris- 
tian parent,  in  the  knowledge  that  his  child,  dedicated  to 
God,  shall  not  have  to  go  back  to  Paganism.  If  it  be  worth 
effort  to  try  to  save  a  life,  how  much  more  worthy  of  our 
effort  to  try  to  save  the  souls  of  the  heathen,  and  throw 
around  them  helps  to  confirm  their  faith  and  hope?  Very 
little  help  in  the  proper  time  will  do  more  than  great  labor 
and  expense  when  delayed. 


A  PLEA  FOR  PERSIA. 

Extract  from  Mrs.  S.  J.  Ehea's  letter. 

"I  AM  truly  gratified  that  the  Persian  mission,  which  has 
been  transferred  to  the  Presbyterian  Board,  is  regarded  as 
so  important,  and  that  you,  at  least,  are  determined  to  take 
it  up  with  so  much  zeal  and  interest.  It  has  been  a  dearly 
beloved  mission  in  New  England  and  the  West  w-herever 
there  are  Congregational  churches.  I  could  tell  you  many 
stories  of  the  sweet  ties  binding  us  in  our  work  there  to 
friends  here,  who  really  and  truly  entered  into  our  labors; 
encouraging  our  hearts,  strengthening  our  hands,  and  in 
many  cases,  as  we  believe,  praying  our  girls  into  the  king- 
dom of  heaven.  This  separation  has  cost  many  tears  and 
heartaches,  and  now  that  the  American  Board  has  given  up 
the  beloved  field  with  so  many  regrets,  it  would  be  sad  in- 
deed if  our  Board  should  receive  it  with  indifference  

"  I  am  sorr}',  and  blush  to  say  it,  that  the  interest  in 
our  own  Church  is  so-  recent  in  woman's  work.  This  is  all 
new,  and  must  grow  from  small  beginnings.  I  think  you 
show  a  most  excellent  spirit,  and  I  believe  you  are  guided  by 
the  Lord,  to  whom  this  whole  work  is  much  dearer  than  it 
can  be  to  us.  So  led,  let  us  safely  and  surely  'follow  on  to 
know  the  Lord.'    I  am  willing  to  spend  and  be  spent  for 
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missions  in  general,  and  Persia  in  particular,  having  long 
since  laid  myself  upon  that  altar,  and  having  left  in  the  ]N'es- 
torian  soil,  as  the}'  themselves  appreciatingly  declare,  most 
solemn  pledges. 

The  Board  that  carries  on  the  work  there  commands  my 
hearty  sympathies  and  prayers.  I  believe  there  is  no  work 
more  important  for  the  Church  than  a  Gospel  assault  upon 
Mohammedanism  ;  and  where  is  it  stronger,  or  darker,  or 
deadlier  than  in  poor  benighted  Persia  ?  iS'one  but  women 
can  reach  Mohammedan  women  incarcerated  in  harems,  in- 
accessible and  invisible  to  men.  So  we  have  a  solemn  duty 
in  this  matter  which  we  cannot  shift.  The  blood  of  souls  is 
in  our  skirts,  and  God  will  demand  them  at  our  hands.  The 
missionary  work,  though  we  call  it  foreign  in  one  sense,  thus 
becomes  very  personal  and  very  practical,  and  comes  very 
near  to  every  one  of  us.  Oh,  that  Presbyterian  women  could 
see  it  so,  and  feel  the  burden  ! 

"Truth  is  stranger  than  fiction,  and  God's  power  is  mani- 
fested in  the  wonder-working  Gospel  as  it  has  been  revealed 
in  Persia,  and  is  recorded  by  our  dear  Miss  Fiske  in  '  Woman 
and  her  Saviour.'  This  book  brings  out  man}'  phases  of  our 
work  most  truthfully  and  vividly." 


"Lift  up  thine  eyes  round  about,  and  see;  all  they  gather 
themselves  together,  they  come  to  thee;  thy  sons  shall  come 
from  far,  and  thy  daugiiters  shall  be  nursed  at  th}^  side. 
Then  thou  shalt  see  and  flow  together,  and  thine  heart  shall 
fear,  and  be  enlarged  ;  because  the  abundance  of  the  sea  shall 
be  converted  unto  thee,  the  forces  of  the  Gentiles  shall  come 
unto  thee." 


"And  the  King  shall  answei-  and  say  unto  them,  Yerily  I 
say  unto  you,  Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the 
least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me." 
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THE  VOICE  IN  THE  TWILIGHT. 

BY  K.   H.  J. 

I  WAS  sitting  alone  toward  tlie  twilight 

With  spirit  troubled  and  vexed, 
With  thoughts  that  were  morbid  and  gloomy, 

And  faith  that  was  sadly  perplexed. 

Some  homely  work  I  was  doing 
For  the  child  of  my  love  and  care, 

Some  stitches  half  wearily  setting 
In  the  endless  need  of  repair. 

But  my  thoughts  were  about  the  "building," 
The  work  some  day  to  be  tried, — 

And  that  only  the  gold  and  the  silver 
And  the  precious  stones  should  abide. 

And  remembering  my  own  poor  efforts, 

The  wretched  work  I  had  done, 
And  even  when  trying  most  truly 

The  meagre  success  I  had  won; 

"  It  is  nothing  but  wood,  hay,  and  stubble," 
I  said,  "  it  will  all  be  burned, — 

This  useless  fruit  of  the  talents 
One  day  to  be  returned. 

"  And  I  have  so  longed  to  serve  Him, 
And  sometimes  I  know  1  have  tried, 

But  I'm  sure  when  He  sees  such  building, 
He  will  never  let  it  abide." 

Just  then  as  I  turned  the  garment 
That  no  rent  should  be  left  behind, 

My  eye  caught  an  odd  little  bungle 
Of  mending  and  patchwork  combined. 

My  heart  grew  suddenly  tender, 
And  something  blinded  my  eyes 

With  one  of  those  sweet  intuitions 
That  sometimes  make  us  so  wise. 

Dear  child,  she  wanted  to  help  me, 
I  knew  'twas  the  best  she  could  do ; 

But  oh,  what  a  botch  she  had  made  it. 
The  gray  mismatching  the  blue. 
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And  yet, — can  you  understand  it? 

With  a  tender  smile  and  a  tear, 
And  a  half  compassionate  yearning 

I  felt  her  grown  more  dear. 

Then  a  sweet  voice  broke  the  silence, 
And  the  dear  Lord  said  to  me, 
Art  thou  tenderer  for  the  little  child 
Than  1  am  tender  for  thee?" 

Then  straightway  I  knew  His  meaning, 
So  full  of  compassion  and  love. 

And  my  faith  came  back  to  its  Refuge,  . 
Like  the  glad  returning  dove. 

For  I  thought,  when  the  Master  Builder 
Comes  down  His  temple  to  view. 

To  see  what  rents  must  be  mended. 
And  what  must  be  builded  anew  ; 

Perhaps  as  He  looks  o'er  the  building. 
He  will  bring  my  work  to  the  light. 

And  seeing  the  marring  and  bungling, 
And  how  far  it  all  is  from  right, — 

He  will  feel  as  I  felt  for  my  darling. 
And  will  say  as  I  said  for  her, 

"  Dear  child,  she  wanted  to  help  me, 
And  love  for  me  was  the  spur. 

"  And  for  the  real  love  that  is  in  it, 
The  work  shall  seem  perfect  as  mine  ; 

And  because  it  was  willing  service, 
I  will  crown  it  with  plaudit  divine." 

And  there  in  the  deepening  twilight 
I  seemed  to  be  clasj)ing  a  Hand, 

And  to  feel  a  great  love  constraining  me 
(Stronger  than  any  command. 

Then  I  knew  by  the  thrill  of  sweetness, 
'Twas  the  Hand  of  the  Blessed  One 

Which  would  tenderly  guide  and  hold  me 
Till  all  the  labor  is  done. 

So  my  thoughts  are  nevermore  gloomy. 

My  faith  no  longer  is  dim  ; 
But  my  heart  is  strong  and  restful, 

And  mine  eyes  arc  unt(^  Him. 
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A  WESTERN  DEPAItT3IENT, 

We  are  happy  to  announce  to  our  readers  that  we  expect 
hereafter  to  add  a  Western  department  to  WomarCs  Work^ 
edited  by  the  ladies  of  the  Woman's  Presbyterian  Board 
or  Missions  of  the  Northwest,  Chicago.  Such  a  depart- 
ment, conducted  by  the  Ladies'  Board  of  Missions,  New 
York,  has  been  spoken  of. 

It  is,  indeed,  good  and  pleasant  for  sisters  "  to  dwell  to- 
gether in  unity,"  as  well  as  brethren,  and  we  rejoice  that  the 
three  bands  of  ladies  connected  with  the  Board  are  working 
in  true  harmony  and  Christian  love. 


HOME  LETTERS. 

We  have  received  a  number  of  cheering  letters  straight 
from  the  hearts  of  Christians  in  various  parts  of  the  Union. 
Their  words  give  us  strength  and  encouragement. 


To  Our  Foreign  Correspondents  and  Others, 

Give  us  incidents,  facts,  descriptions;  anything  to  illus- 
trate the  work,  or  photograph  the  country  and  people.  We 
need  not  say,  avoid  sermons  and  homilies;  make  your  words 
feiu  and  to  the  'point. 


LISTEN! 

The  AVoman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  has  distributed 
its  circulars  so  widely  that  there  is  no  reason  wh}^  its  plans 
should  not  now  be  thoroughly  understood  by  the  Church  at 
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large.  Its  simple  object  is  to  enlist  the  heart  and  energies  of 
every  Presbyterian  woman  to  work  for  her  own  Churchy  through 
a  well-organized  and  long-established  agency  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church, — its  Board  of  Foreign  Missions.  Therefore, 
its  aim  is  most  churcbly.  Our  reunited  Church  is  equipping 
herself  for  a  conquest  vast  enough  to  give  each  of  her  mem- 
bers a  share  in  the  common  aim, — the  winning  of  the  world 
for  Christ;  yea  more,  the  Master  has  an  absolute  right  to  the 
time  and  the  effort  of  every  man  and  every  woman  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  accomplishment  of  this  work. 
Do  you  remember  his  words  when  he  ascended  ?  "  Ye  shall 
he  witnesses  unto  me,  both  in  Jerusalem^  and  in  all  Judea,  and  in 
Samaria,  and  unto  the  uttermost  part  of  the  earth.''  Did  that 
mean  the  apostles  only  ;  did  it  not  mean  you  and  me  ?  There- 
fore it  is  a  most  Christly  work :  it  is  also  most  womanly. 
Oh,  sisters,  you  are  called  to  exert  yourselves  in  the  holy 
cause  of  woman's  rights;  the  sacred  rights  of  heathen  wo- 
men to  know  the  blessed  Saviour,  who  came  "  to  seek  and 
save  the  lost"  of  other  lands  as  well  as  ours.  It  is  Jesus 
who  has  made  woman  what  she  is  in  Christian  lands.  Our 
sex  can  have  no  happiness,  even  in  this  world,  excepting 
through  the  salvation  of  Christ;  and  the  degraded  position 
of  woman  in  every  heathen  land  sadly  illustrates  this.  You 
have  no  need  to  be  told  of  facts  so  well  known  to  all  of  you. 
Now,  in  the  great  work  of  evangelizing  the  world,  it  is  most 
fitting  that  Christian  woman  should  take,  as  her  share  in  the 
movement,  that  which  concerns  the  elevation  of  heathen  wo- 
man to  the  sphere  Christ  has  given  her, — the  sphere  of  Chris- 
tian wifehood  and  motherhood.  Her  own  sex  alone  can  gain 
access  to  her  and  her  young  children,  and  in  the  division  of 
labor  our  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  while  retaining  the  en- 
tire direction  of  the  work,  has  wisely  placed  before  the  wo- 
men of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  as  their  fitting  share,  the 
high  honor  of  supporting,  and  in  every  way  promoting,  their 
"Missions  to  heathen  women  and  children."  We  are  asked 
to  consecrate  ourselves  to  this  work,  to  keep  our  treasury 
full  of  offerings,  to  take  care  of  the  female  missionaries  al- 
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ready  in  the  field,  and  to  seek  oat  and  send  forth  many  more 
faithful  women  "  to  labor  in  the  Gospel"  among  their  heathen 
sisters,  following  them  with  our  gifts  and  our  prayers,  not 
only  to-day  and  to-morrow,  but  till  He  comes  who  is  the  head 
of  the  kingdom,  for  whose  establishment  we  long,  and  pray, 
and  look.    Shall  we  do  it? 


OUR  MISSTONAniES. 

Having  just  begun  our  existence  as  a  society,  we  do  not 
boast  a  long  list  of  helpers  in  foreign  lands.  We  have  a  list, 
however,  containing  names  dear  to  the  whole  church.  Some 
have  become  very  familiar  with  the  good  work,  and  have 
seen  precious  results  from  their  labor.  Others  are  fresh  from 
the  bracing  air  of  their  American  homes,  ready  to  bear  the 
burden  and  heat  of  the  day.  You  will  learn  to  know  them 
from  their  own  words  in  Woman's  Work,  and  we  trust  they 
will  occupy  a  very  warm  place  in  your  hearts.  These  ladies 
are  the  following:  In  Syria,  Miss  Jackson;  India,  Mrs.  Jan- 
vier, Mrs.  J.  J.  Walsh,  Miss  Lizzie  Walsh,  Miss  Dickey,  and 
Miss  Margaret  Craig,  Allahabad,  India;  China,  Mrs.  J.  L. 
Nevins,  Misses  H.  Noyes,  and  M.  J.  Brown ;  Africa,  Mrs. 
Eeutlinger  and  Miss  I.  A.  Nassau. 

Added  to  this  band  are  a  number  of  native  helpers,  whose 
names  we  have  not.  JN'ew  auxiliaries  will  soon  have  selected 
missionaries ;  others  are  forming  and  asking  for  more  mission- 
aries than  have  been  aecej^tcd  by  the  Board.  We  need  more 
now;  who  will  go? 


CHRISTIAN  WOMEN  IN  AMERICA. 

There  are  two  very  different  movements  going  on  at  this 
time  among  the  women  of  our  country,  and  the  fact  that  these 
movements  have  been  made  at  the  same  time  is  not  without 
significance  to  the  thoughtful  observer. 

One  of  them  insists  upon  what  its  promoters  call  the 
equality  of  woman  with  man.  It  seeks  to  give  to  her  what- 
ever advantage  in  the  battle  of  life  is  supposed  to  belong  to 
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man  ;  to  afford  her  the  opportunity  (and  more  than  this,  to 
lay  it  upon  her  as  a  duty)  to  push  her  way  into  public  life, 
to  the  polls  and  the  rostrum.  She  is  to  let  no  man  come  be- 
tween her  and  any  right  which  she  can  fight  for  and  win,  no 
matter  how  much  of  womanliness  or  delicacy  she  must  lose 
in  gaining  the  victory.  All  over  our  land  we  hear  voices,  nei- 
ther harmonious  nor  unanimous,  but  resolutely  bent  on  mak- 
ing themselves  heard.  They  insist  on  rights^  they  talk  of  the 
down-trodden  position  of  woman  in  this  free  and  happy  land, 
and  call  upon  her  to  take  and  keep  the  place  which  these  dis- 
satisfied few  claim  to  be  rightly  hers. 

The  other  movement  is  the  simultaneous  effort  among  wo- 
men, in  several  denominations  of  Christians,  to  take  a  more 
active  part  than  they  have  hitherto  done  in  extending  the 
blessings  which  they  enjoy  to  their  less-favored  sisters  in 
heathen  lands.  These  women  feel  that  to  the  Gospel  they 
owe  the  place  of  honor  and  of  dignity  which  is  theirs  in  this 
Christian  land.  They  yearn  over  those  with  natures  like 
their  own,  whose  degraded  condition  has  shut  them  out  from 
all  this  privilege.  They  long  to  let  in  the  light  of  a  Saviour's 
love  upon  those  dark  homes  and  hearts  in  heathen  lands,  into 
many  of  which  it  can  only  enter  through  their  means. 

So  they  now  rise  up  together,  these  women  of  American 
churches,  and  reach  forth  to  the  other  side  of  the  world  to 
bring  love  and  hope  to  those  who  are  wasting  their  lives  in 
idle  ignorance  of  the  capabilities  of  their  true  womanhood. 
This  right  they  claim  as  theirs.  The  Christian  women  of  this 
country  are  taking  hold  of  this  enterprise  with  energy  and 
zeal.  For  years  they  have  blessed  the  wives  of  home  mis- 
sionaries by  their  efforts  to  soften  to  them  the  privations  of 
their  lot,  and  many  a  weary,  suffering  woman  at  the  West 
has  again  and  again  given  God  thanks  from  the  depths  of 
her  heart  for  these  comforting  ministrations.  But  now,  with- 
out abating  one  whit  from  this  Home  work  (God  forbid  that 
that  should  be  done  I),  they  are  extending  their  work  for  the 
Master  over  a  wnder  field,  and  seeking  with  earnest  hearts 
to  gather  in  a  harvest  for  him  in  distant  lands. 

3 


26 


woman's  work  for  woman. 


What  woman  would  hold  back  and  take  no  part  in  this 
grand  work  ?  AY  ho  would  willingly  say,  "  It  shall  be  done 
without  my  help  in  any  degree?"  Few  comparatively  can 
go  themselves  to  foreign  lands  to  carry  this  message  of  hfie, 
but  all,  EVERY  ONE,  Can,  by  personal  influence,  encourage  and 
sustain  those  who  do  go. 

Shall  we  enjoy  our  high  privileges  with  no  thought  or  care 
for  the  wives  who  have  none  of  the  blessings  of  wifehood; 
for  the  mothers  with  no  sense  of  the  holy  responsibility  of 
motherhood;  for  the  daughters  with  no  father's  tender  affec- 
tion or  mother's  careful  training;  for  all  those  living  without 
any  of  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God?  The 
Christian  women  of  America,  and  of  our  own  dear  Presby- 
terian Church,  answer^  "No,  we  will  care  for  these,  our  sis- 
ters; we  will  pray  for  them;  we  will  send  messengers  to 
them,  whose  hands  we  will  hold  up,  and  whose  hearts  we  will 
strengthen  by  our  loving  words  and  earnest  efforts  for  the 
cause  so  dear  to  them  and  to  us."  "What  cannot  the  Church 
do  if  its  women  unite  in  their  power,  and  take  hold  of  this 
work  for  Christ  ? 


WANTED. 

Yes,  wanted  by  the  Lord  of  glory.  He  gave  up  all  for 
you.  Shall  he  want  aught  that  you  can  give  to  Him  ?  He 
wants  your  consecrated  self — nothing  less.  How  he  wants 
you,  as  to  the  manner  and  way,  will  be  answered  when  you 
inquire  of  him.  Perhaps  it  is  that  you  shall  go,  my  sister — 
you  yourself — to  far-off  lands,  and  tell  those  women  who  "sit 
in  darkness"  that  your  Saviour  died  also  for  them.  Have 
you  rare  gifts  of  mind  and  heart  and  person  ?  Has  your  cul- 
ture been  the  choicest  ?  Is  your  social  position  of  the  very 
best  ?  Then  the  need  of  you  is  greater  still.  It  is  just  these 
finest  types  of  Christian  womanhood,  who  by  the  magnetism 
of  their  manifold  graces  of  mind  and  heart  and  character, 
can  best  impress  upon  the  heathen  women  of  high  caste  the 
wonderful  refinement  and  jDurity  and  intelligence  of  which 
woman  is  capable,  under  the  benign  influences  of  the  Chris- 
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tian  religion.  Do  you  belong  in  lowlier  walks  of  life  than 
these?  Of  thee,  too,  "the  Lord  hath  need."  His  work  is 
■  of  many  kinds  and  degrees,  and  he  has  a  task  for  you.  "  The 
rich  and  poor  meet  together"  in  his  sight,  and  there  are 
thousands  of  women's  hearts  for  you  to  win  to  Christ;  "the 
Lord  will  go  before  you  and  open  the  way."  Ask  him  in 
faith,  '-nothing  wavering,"  nothing  withholding,  and  if  he 
has  work  for  you  "beyond  the  seas"  he  will  point  out  the 
way.  One  thing  is  absolutely' certain,  whether  at  home  or 
abroad,  whether  carrying  the  bread  of  life  to  the  heathen,  or 
equipping  his  messengers  who  go  in  your  place,  ''ye  are  not 
your  own,  ye  are  bought  with  a  price,''  and  the  Lord  hath  need 
of  you. 


WHAT  TO  DO  AND  HOW  TO  DO  IT. 

Form  an  Auxiliary  in  your  church  ;  talk  the  matter  over 
with  some  of  the  ladies  in  it;  get  your  minister  to  speak  of 
it  from  the  pulpit  and  call  a  meeting  of  the  ladies.  You  will 
find  some  of  them  interested  in  the  subject,  and  if  the  begin- 
ning be  small,  do  not  be  discouraged.  Do  what  you  can  and 
pray  without  ceasing;  God  will  bless  you  in  your  endeavors.- 
If  you  can  raise  money  enough  to  support  a  missionary, 
select  one  and  write  to  her  at  once  Her  letters  will  bring 
3'ou  very  near  to  her  and  her  work,  while  you  can  cheer  and 
encourage  her.  If  this  be  impossible,  take  a  native  Bible- 
reader  or  teacher.  From  Miss  Noyes'  letter  you  will  see  the 
need  of  funds  for  the  school  buildings  in  Canton.  Attention 
is  also  called  to  the  Female  Seminary  at  Oroomiah.  Will 
not  some  auxiliaries  unite  in  bearing  these  expenses?  In 
other  countries  there  are  just  such  necessities;  you  cannot 
go  astray  in  aiding  any  of  these  objects. 

One  young  lady  may  start  a  Mission  Band.  A  Bible  class, 
or  the  3'Oung  ladies  of  more  than  one  class  in  Sabbath-school, 
can  in  this  way  work  together  for  Jesus.  Some  of  our  bands 
are  already  supporting  Bible  readers.  All  may  not  be  able 
to  do  this,  but  you  can  assume  the  expense  of  a  girl  in  one 
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of  tlie  mission  schools  in  whatever  country  3'ou  prefer. 
There  is  a  large  number  of  girls  in  the  orphanages;  the 
bands  and  circles  could  aid  us  very  materially  by  taking 
charge  of  some  of  them. 

One  little  girl  can  form  a  Mission  Circle  among  her  com- 
panions. They  will  be  glad  to  give  a  cent  every  week  to- 
wards keeping  some  little  heathen  girl  in  school.  The  mem- 
bers of  a  Sabbath-school  class  can  form  themselves  into  a 
circle  and  their  teacher  will  tell  them  what  to  do  if  they 
need  help.    We  hope  there  will  be  a  great  many  circles. 

HOW  SHALL  THE  MONET  BE  RAISED? 

Every  auxiliary  should  have  a  board  of  managers,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  collect  the  money  and  hand  it  to  the  treasurer. 
Some  congregations  are  divided  into  sections  and  two  man- 
agers are  elected  to  visit  each  section.  In  this  way  the  sub- 
ject is  presented  and  explained  to  every  lady  in  the  church. 

Another  method  is  the  use  of  cards  issued  by  the  Society, 
and  is  based  on  Paul's  exhortation,  "Upon  the  first  da}^  of 
the  w^eek  let  every  one  of  you  lay  by  him  in  store  as  God 
hath  prospered  him."  These  cards  have  a  division  for  every 
week  in  the  year,  and  are  given  to  those  who  wish  to  con- 
tribute. The  person  decides  how  much  she  can  afford  to  "lay 
by"  every  Aveek,  and  does  it  regularly.  The  amounts  thus 
consecrated  are  collected  monthly.  "Any  person  paying  not 
less  than  two  cents  per  week  for  one  year,  shall  be  considered 
a  member  of  the  AVoman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society ;  and 
any  person  contributing  fifty  cents  per  week  for  one  year, 
or  twenty-five  cents  per  week  for  two  years,  a  life  member." 
The  cards  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Home  Cor- 
responding Secretary. 

This  is  an  excellent  plan,  too,  for  bands  and  circles,  as  is 
also  the  use  of  mite  chests.  These  are  doing  eff'ective  service 
in  securing  the  ''mites"  for  us  in  several  places. 

As  soon  as  an  auxiliary,  band  or  circle  is  formed,  send  its 
name,  date  of  organization,  and  names  of  its  officers  to  the  Home 
Corresponding  Secretary.    State,  as  soon  as  decided,  the 
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object  for  which  you  work  and  send  funds  to  the  Treasurer 
in  the  form  of  a  check  or  post-office  order. 


Work  Marked  Out. 

CANTON. 

Which  of  our  auxiliaries  will  inaugurate  the  work  proposed 
by  Miss  JS'oyes?  If  three  societies,  each  agreeing  to  raise 
$350  per  annum,  which  will  cover  the  gold  rate,  will  com- 
bine their  efforts,  pledging  themselves  to  mutual  work  and 
praj^er,  their  united  collections  will  this  year  pay  for  the 
erection  of  the  school  buildings,  and  in  future  years  will  pro- 
vide for  the  education  of  these  thirty  inmates  of  the  two  in- 
stitutions. This  glorious  work  will  be  their  very  aim;  a 
work  whose  beneficent  results  it  is  impossible  to  calculate. 
The  education  of  these  girls  could  be  divided  among  the 
mission  bands  and  Sunday-school  classes,  and  thus  the  in- 
terest in  mission  work  might  be  extended  to  the- generation 
coming  up  to  take  the  place  of  their  elders  in  these  churches. 
Miss  Noyes  is  the  missionary  of  the  First  Church,  Philadel- 
phia, supported  by  one  auxiliary  in  that  Church  ;  and  the 
combination  proposed  would  necessarily  throw  the  ladies  of 
the  First  Church  into  missionary  relations  with  these  other 
three  churches,  which  would  tend  both  to  Presbyterian  con- 
solidation and  material  as  well  as  spiritual  growth.  We  shall 
hope  soon  to  hear  from  the  church  which  will  be  the  pioneer 
for  this  school  in  Canton. 

OROOMIAH. 

Four  hundred  dollars  are  needed  to  refit  the  Female  Semi- 
nary at  Oroomiah.  The  building  is  in  a  most  dilapidated 
condition.  The  Persian  Mission  so  lately  transferred  to  us 
from  the  American  Board,  must  find  loving  hearts  and  liberal 
hands  among  their  Presbyterian  allies.  Funds  sent  for  this 
purpose  to  our  treasurer,  Mrs.  J.  D.  McCord,  will  bo  thank- 
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fully  received  and  promptly  acknowledged.  The  money 
raised  for  tiiis  object  will  be  counted  in  the  Memorial  Fund. 


COST  OF  SUPPORT  IN  GOLD  OF  LADIES  EMPLOYED  BY  THE 
BOARD  IN   THE  DIFFERENT  MISSIONS. 


Corisco  Mission,  . 

.  $250 

Canton  Mission 

Gaboon 

11 

.  250 

Shantung  " 

Syria 

li 

.  300 

Brazil  " 

Persia 

11 

.  280 

Bogota  " 

Lodiana 

11 

.  400 

Creek  " 

Furrukliabad  Mission,  . 

.  400 

.  $400 
.  450 
.  600 
.  500 
.  250 


NATIVE  BIBLE  WOMEN  AND  TEACHERS. 

These  are  found,  and  are  actively  engaged  in  the  missions 
in  Corisco,  S3'ria,  Persia,  India,  and  China.  They  receive 
according  to  their  field  and  qualifications  for  work,  from  ^3 
to  85  a  month.  The  average  salary  may  be  set  down  at  650 
a  year. 

FEMALE  BOARDING  SCHOOLS. 

These  are  established  in  nearly  every  mission  field.  The 
support  of  a  girl  in  these  schools  varies  according  to  the 
country  and  character  of  the  school,  the  advantages  being 
greater  in  some  schools  than  in  others  in  the  same  country. 


In  Western  Africa,  the  cost  of  each  girl  is  about    .       .       .  $20 

At  Beirut,  in  female  seminary,   100 

In  Persia,  at  Oroomiah,   28 

In  the  Orphanages,  in  India,   80 

At  Dehra,   60 

In  China,   50 


It  costs  among  the  Indians  about  $100  to  support  a  child 
in  a  boardino;  school.  The  work  amono^  such  will  soon  be 
enlarged. 

There  are  about  450  girls  in  these  boarding  schools,  and 
more  than  a  1000  in  day  schools. 


SI 


#ur  HMf  Mnxlm, 


A  TALK  WITH  THE  LITTLE  WORKERS, 

A  CURIOUSLY  woven  little  box  stands  on  my  table  while  I 
am  writing,  with  the  initials  "  M.  K.,"  in  red  letters  upon  it. 
I  want  to  tell  you  the  story  of  this  box. 

A  little  Christian  girl  lost  a  young  sister,  named  Isabella, 
whom  she  dearly  loved.  Not  long  after  this  sad  affliction, 
she  determined  to  save  her  mone}^  and  send  it  to  educate  a 
little  heathen  child  in  India,  and  give  her  the  name  of  the 
sister  whom  God  had  taken.  Soon  in  the  mission  school  at 
Madras  little  Isabella  was  studying  hard,  and  learning  of 
Jesus.  The  next  year  she  made  and  sent  to  the  Christian 
child  whose  money  was  educating  her,  this  little  box,  with  a 
nice  letter  written  in  Hindustani. 

Each  year,  for  five  years,  twenty  dollars  went  to  support 
Isabella  from  the  savings  of  the  young  girl.  God  blessed 
these  efforts,  and  made  Isabella  a  Christian.  AVhcn  she  grew 
up  and  left  the  school  she  married  a  Christian  young  man  of 
her  own  race,  who  was  a  teacher  in  the  school.  Years  went 
on,  and  Isabella  had  dear  children  of  her  own.  God  gave 
her  eight  of  them,  and  she  trained  them  all  for  him.  They 
grew  up  to  be  good  men  and  women,  and  arc  all  working  in 
one  way  or  another  for  Jesus.  Isabella  still  lives,  a  ftiithful 
Christian  woman,  and  has  her  grandchildren  about  her.  The 
young  American  girl  whose  self-denial  was  the  means  of  doing 
so  much  good,  is  an  active  Christian  lady  in  Philadelphia. 
Who  would  not  love  to  do  such  work  for  Jesus. 

Now  what  we  want  is  this  :  that  you  should  commence 
Mission  Bands  or  Circles  in  every  town,  and  village,  and  coun- 
try church,  until  all  our  Presbyterian  Sunday  schools  shall 
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be  dotted  with  them,  as  the  sky  is  dotted  with  stars  on  a 
clear  night.  That  every  child  in  these  schools  shall  be  a 
worker  in  some  mission  circle ;  thus  forming  little  centres 
from  which  shall  go  out  rills  and  streams  of  effort  and  money, 
and  praj^ers.  These  will  help  to  win  heathen  women  and 
children  to  our  Saviour. 

Do  you  want  to  know  how  to  commence?  Let  any  class 
that  wishes  to  become  a  mission  circle,  select  a  name,  and 
choose  two  or  more  of  its  number  for  collectors,  and  the 
teacher  or  some  other  lady  for  superintendent.  The  collec- 
tors will  keep  the  names  of  all  who  join  the  circle,  collect  the 
money  weekly  or  monthly,  and  give  it  to  the  superintendent, 
who  will  send  it  quarterly  to  Mrs.  McCord,  the  Treasurer,  in 
Philadelphia. 

If  you  raise  twenty  dollars  a  year,  you  can  support  a  little 
heathen  child  at  school  in  India,  China,  Africa,  or  Syria,  to 
whom  you  can  give  a  Christian  name,  and  who  will  send 
letters  to  your  circle,  herself,  when  she  learns  to  write.  I 
have  before  me  a  sweet  little  letter  written  in  llindustani,  by 
a  child  eleven  years  old,  who  is  being  educated,  and  will,  I 
hope,  become  a  good  Christian  w^oman. 

If  your  band  will  raise  fifty  dollars,  you  can  support  a  na- 
tive Bible  reader,  who  will  be  your  missionary.  JNow  how 
many  of  you,  dear  lambs  of  the  church,  and  you,  the  older 
scholars,  who  can  pity  the  destitute  children  in  heathen 
lands,  will  begin  at  once  to  form  a  mission  band  or  circle? 

We  want  you  all,  from  the  lisping  babe  in  the  infant  class 
to  the  Bible  scholar,  to  band  yourselves  together  to  work  for 
the  sake  of  our  dear  Saviour  and  his  desolate  little  ones  in 
far-off  heathen  lands.  Who  will  be  the  first  to  send  word  to 
Mrs.  Perkins,  the  Secretary  at  Philadelphia,  that  another  mis- 
sion band  has  been  commenced? 
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CHINA. 

Letter  from  Eev.  C.  AY.  Mateer,  of  Tunchow,  to  the  children. 

KWAN  YIN. 

My  dear  Young  Friends  :  I  propose  in  this  letter  to  give 
you  some  account  of  Kwan  Yin,  the  goddess  of  mercy.  This 
idol  is  one  of  the  most  extensively  worshiped  in  China. 
There  is  not  a  city  in  China  that  has  not  at  least  one  or  two 
temples  dedicated  to  her.  The  house  in  which  our  school 
now  is,  was  formerly  a  temple  of  Kwan  Yin,  and  the  place 
still  goes  by  its  original  name. 

As  the  story  goes,  this  god  was  at  first  a  man  who  lived 
some  two  thousand  eight  hundred  years  ago.  After  death  he 
became  one  of  the  gods,  having  his  residence  on  the  Kwan 
Lun  Mountain,  supposed  to  be  one  of  the  Himala3'a  Moun- 
tains in  Thibet.  When,  afterwards,  in  the  reign  of  the  Em- 
peror Choo  He  the  gods  were  appointed  their  several  places, 
this  one  was  called  Kwan  Yin,  and  given  the  rank  of  a  Poo 
Sah,  which  is  the  second  in  rank  in  the  Buddhist  system,  the 
Foo  being  the  first.  This  god,  it  is  said,  afterwards  lived  on 
an  island  in  the  Southern  Sea,  on  a  high  hill  called  Loo  Kea. 
It  is  not  certainly  known  what  island  or  hill  is  referred  to. 
Kwan  Yin  is  represented  as  the  most  merciful  of  all  the  gods, 
and  makes  it  his  special  business  to  save  those  who  call  on 
him  in  distress.  On  this  account  Kwan  Yin  has  been  called 
the  god  or  goddess  of  mercy.  Many  wonderful  stories  are 
told  of  him,  showing  how  he  saves  from  various  kinds  of 
misfortunes.  I  will  tell  you  a  few  of  these  stories  as  a  spe- 
cimen. 

the  hobgoblins. 
"In  the  Chin  dynasty,  a  multitude  of  devils  and  hobgob- 
lins broke  loose  and  wandered  everywhere,  bringing  distress 
and  ruin  wherever  they  came.  The  hosts  of  heaven  were 
Bent  against  them,  but  were  defeated  and  fled.  At  last  Kwan 
Yin  mercifully  took  the  matter  in  hand,  and  w^ent  forth  to 
fight  the  evil  spirits.    His  power  was  so  great  that  the  devils 
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were  soon  all  caught  and  bound  fast,  so  the  country  was 
saved  from  destruction." 

THE  "  RED  BOY.'' 

Another  of  their  stories  runs  in  this  way:  "In  a  certain 
place  there  were  eighteen  caves  in  which  a  band  of  these 
hobgoblins  stayed.  The  most  dangerous  and  powerful  of 
them  was  called  Hoong  Hi.  which  means  'Eed  Boy.'  This 
*  red  boy'  went  out  and  carried  off  into  his  cave  a  certain  priest 
called  T'ang.  The  disciples  of  T'ang  looked  everywhere  for 
him,  but  could  not  find  him.  At  last  Kwan  Yin  took  pity  on 
him,  went  and  rescued  him.  He  caught  the  '  red  boy,'  and 
being  very  much  pleased  with  his  great  talents,  made  him  a 
disciple  of  his  own." 

KWAN  YIN  BECOMES  A  GODDESS. 

There  is  no  end  of  such  stories  as  these,  of  what  Kwan 
Yin  has  done  to  save  people  from  all  sorts  of  trouble,  and  the 
Chinese  believe  them.  In  every  misfortune  a  vow  and  a 
prayer  are  made  to  Kwan  Yin.  The  women  are  the  most 
earnest  and  untiring  in  their  worship  of  this  god,  and  as  they 
prayed  to  him  so  much  it  was  thought  best  that  he  should  be 
changed  into  a  woman,  so  Kwan  Yin  became  a  goddess. 

She  is  represented  sitting  on  a  large  lotus,  or  red  water- 
lily,  which  is  considered  an  emblem  of  purity.  At  one  side 
of  her  is  a  boy,  and  at  the  other  side  a  girl,  who  are  her  ser- 
vants. The  girl  is  holding  in  her  hand  a  pot  with  a  weeping- 
willow  in  it,  which  in  China  is  the  emblem  of  everlasting 
life.  Above  the  boy  is  a  peacock,  which  is  a  sacred  bird  in 
China.  It  is  said  that  this  peacock  knows  all  the  misfortunes 
that  men  have,  and  tells  Kwan  Yin  of  them. 

WHAT  CAN  WE  DO  FOR  THE  CHINESE  CHILDREN  ? 

If  you,  my  young  friends,  will  not  grow  weary  in  well- 
doing, but  keep  on  giving  of  your  money,  we  hope  still  to 
keep  the  school  in  Kwan  Yin's  temple,  so  that  the  idols  may 
never  be  set  up  again,  nor  any  more  worship  offered  in  it  to 
a  god  who  cannot  hear  prayer..    How  thankful  you  should 
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be  tbat  you  were  not  taught  as  heathen  children  are,  to  be- 
lieve such  silly  stories  as  the  ones  T  have  told  3'ou. 

If  you  had  been  born  in  China,  and  had  had  a  heathen 
father  and  mother,  they  would  have  taught  you  to  worship 
idols,  and  you  would  have  known  no  better.  Do  not  forget  the 
reason  why  you  are  wiser  than  the  heathen.  It  is  because 
you  have  the  Bible.  And  do  not  forget  how  many,  how  very 
many  there  are  who  have  not  this  good  book.  Give  all  you 
can  towards  sending  it  to  them.  Think  how  much  the  Lord 
Jesus  denied  himself  for  3'ou,  and  then  how  much  you  can 
deny  yourself  for  him.  What  you  do  for  the  heathen  you  do 
for  him.  I  wish  you  would  think  also  that  by  and  by,  when 
you  become  men  and  women,  it  may  be  your  duty  to  come  to 
China  and  tell  these  heathen  yourself  all  the  good  news  the 
Bible  contains. 


INDIA— Behra, 

A  LETTER  TO  THE  LITTLE  WORKERS. 

My  dear  Young  Friends:  I  have  been  visiting  a  place 
called  Sabathu,  and  think  you  would  like  to  hear  about  it. 
If  you  have  studied  geography,  you  know  that  Hindustan  is 
way  around  on  the  other  side  of  the  world  from  you.  Along 
the  northern  part  of  this  large  country  are  very  high  moun- 
tains like  a  great  wall.  In  a  beautiful  valley  of  these  Hima- 
laya Mountains  is  Dehra ;  and  in  another,  some  distance 
from  it,  is  Sabathu.  But  this  place  is  very  curiously  situ- 
ated. There  is  a  valley  surrounded  by  the  mountains.  At 
one  side  of  this  valley  is  a  high  hill,  and  on  this  hill  is  Sa- 
bathu. To  reach  it  you  have  to  go  over  the  mountain  into 
the  valley,  and  then  up  the  hill.  It  is  two  marches^  or  two 
days'  journey  back  in  the  Himalayas  from  Dehra,  though  we 
made  it  in  one. 

HINDU  BOYS  AND  GIRLS. 

We  visited  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Janvier,  a  dear  missionary 
lady  who  has  been  many  years  in  the  blessed  work.  Her 
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house  is  near  the  top  of  a  hill  or  mountain.  The  native 
city  of  Sabathu  is  a  mile  or  more  from  it.  Here  she  has  a 
school  for  bo^'s  and  girls.  The  girls  must  be  kept  separate 
from  the  hoys,  having  their  own  room  and  private  entrance. 
At  the  opening  exercises  of  the  school  the  door  is  left  open 
between  their  rooms.  If" the  girls  were  of  high  caste  they 
would  not  be  allowed  to  come  to  school  at  all,  but  must  be 
shut  up  in  their  own  houses  like  prisoners.  They  are  then 
called  pardd  riishin,  or  as  we  say  in  English,  zenana  women. 
So  you  see  it  is  really  a  blessing  to  them  to  be  of  a  low  caste. 
Many  of  the  boys  are  from  the  higher  families,  look  very  neat, 
and  as  if  they  might  learn  as  fast  as  any  other  boys.  Two 
of  the  oldest  of  these  teach  a  little  school  themselves  after 
their  own  closes,  in  a  little  village  called  Olgy,  down  in  a 
beautiful  valley. 

SCHOOL  ON  THE  HOUSETOP. 

One  afternoon  we  went  with  Mrs.  Janvier  on  her  weekly 
visit  to  this  school.  It  was  a  long,  tiresome  walk,  but  we 
were  well  paid  for  our  trouble  by  the  beauty  of  the  place 
and  a  view  of  the  school.  But  where  do  you  think  it  was 
held?  On  the  flat  roof  of  a  little  mud  house!  There  were 
a  table  and  chairs  for  the  teachers,  and  mats  for  the  children. 
There  they  sat,  the  little  fellows,  weaving  backwards  and 
forwards,  as  Oriental  children  always  do  in  studying,  while 
they  learned  their  Hindi,  or  Hindustani,  or  English.  The 
real  missionary  looks  upon  these  heathen  schools  with  great 
interest,  for  in  them  the  children  are  taught  about  Jesus, 
who  came  to  save  them. 

A  LITTLE  HEATHEN  GIRL. 

While  at  Sabathu  we  became  much  interested  in  a  little 
girl  whom  Mrs.  Janvier  was  anxious  to  have  placed  in  the 
Dehra  school.  Her  adopted  mother  had  been  baptized,  but 
she  was  not  a  good  woman,  and  it  is  likely  that  she  will  be- 
come a  heathen  again.  We  wanted  to  save  the  child  from 
such  a  fate.  We  hoped  that  in  order  to  educate  her  little 
girl,  and  to  have  her  taken  good  care  of,  the  mother  might 
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be  willing  to  give  her  up.  We  talked  a  good  deal  to  the 
woman,  and  finally  she  promised  to  let  the  child  come.  On 
Monday  morning  she  came  to  ns  dressed  for  the  journey. 
She  had  a  little  bag  of  money  hung  around  her  neck,  to  buy 
sweetmeats  with.  Her  box  of  clothing  was  all  packed,  and 
she  was  ready. 

We  set  out  rejoicing  at  our  success,  but  before  we  were  out 
of  the  place  a  servant  followed  us,  stopped  the  little  girl's 
dandy,  and  said  he  had  the  hukin  (order)  to  take  her  back. 
We  returned  also,  and  tried  for  a  long  time  to  persuade  the 
woman  to  give  her  up,  but  all  in  vain.  We  left  her,  fearing 
that  ere  long  she  would  be  doing  poojdh  (worship)  to  poor, 
useless  blocks  of  stone.  Still  we  can  pray  for  her,  and  the 
dear  Father  may,  in  a  way  we  know  not,  yet  lead  her  into 
his  own  glorious  kingdom. 

Affectionately  yours, 

M.  B.  T. 


The  Little  Girl  who  gave  up  Whining, 

A  DEAR  little  girl  has  sent  some  money  for  the  heathen, 
and  how  do  you  think  she  made  it  ?  She  had  a  very  disagree- 
able habit  of  whining.  I  hope  if  any  of  our  little  readers 
have  such  a  habit  they  will  break  themselves  of  it  as  she  did. 
This  little  girl,  we  will  call  her  Nettie,  tried  very  hard  not 
to  whine  when  she  felt  like  doing  so.  Her  mamma  saw  that 
she  was  in  earnest,  and  that  she  did  not  whine  nearly  so 
much  as  she  had  done.  This  mamma  was  very  much  pleased 
to  see  her  little  daughter  improve  so  much,  and  told  Nettie 
that  she  would  give  her  a  cent  ever}-  time  she  kept  from 
whining  when  she  was  tempted  to  do  so.  Nettie  tried  still 
more  after  her  mother  told  her  this  and  made  several  cents, 
which  are  all  doing  good.  Now  she  is  a  sweet,  pleasant  little 
girl.  When  she  feels  like  whining  she  thinks  of  the  poor 
little  heathen  boys  and  girls  whose  mammas  do  not  know 
how  to  teach  them  to  do  right. 
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LIFE  MEMBEBS 


OF  THE  WOMAN'S  FOREIGN  MISSIONARY  SOCIETT 
THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 


OF 


Mrs.  Cbarles  C.  Aitkin, 
Miss  Mary  M.  Archer, 
Rev.  W.  P.  Breed,  D.D., 
Rev.  S.  W.  Dana, 
Rev.  W.  E.  Schenck,  D  D., 
Rev.  William  Speer,  D.D., 
Mrs.  W.  E.  Schenck, 
Mrs.  Z.  M.  Humphrey, 
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Mrs.  William  S.  Boyd, 
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Mrs.  R.  H.  Allen, 
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Mrs.  Cornelia  E.  Moorhead, 
Miss  Cora  Badger, 
Mrs.  Wilbur  F.  Paddock, 
Mrs.  S.  F.  Scovel, 
Mrs.  Reutlinger, 
Mrs.  Joseph  Hartman, 
Mrs.  J.  G.  De  Trieck, 
Mrs.  William  Taylor, 
Mrs.  R,  W.  Davenport, 
Mrs.  John  C.  Farr, 


Mrs.  John  Elliott, 
Miss  Anna  C.  Webb, 
Miss  Margaret  Richardson, 
Miss  Ljdia  S.  Foster, 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Nevius, 
Mrs.  W.  P.  Breed, 
Mrs.  Morris  Patterson, 
Mrs.  G,  S.  Benson, 
Mrs.  George  Junkin, 
Mrs.  Lucius  Barrows, 
Mrs.  J.  D.  McCord, 
Mrs.  Hetty  L.  Collier, 
Mrs.  Edward  P.  Borden, 
Mr.  G.  P.  Benson, 
Master  Shirley  Borden, 
Rev.  D.  A.  Cunningham, 
Mrs.  D.  A.  Cunningham, 
Rev.  D.  March,  D.D., 
Mrs.  D.  March, 
Mrs.  E.  A.  Smith, 
Miss  Anna  Greenleaf, 
Mrs.  J.  P.  Wetherill, 
Mrs.  E.  B.  Falconer, 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Dingee, 
Mrs.  S.  B.  Rowley, 
Mrs.  H.  F.  Kenney, 
Mrs.  Elvin  Shull, 
Mrs.  K.  M.  Linnard, 
Mrs,  George  W.  Mears, 
Miss  Katie  G.  Rowley, 
Miss  Anna  B.  Schenck, 
Mrs.  William  Purves. 


AUXILIABIES. 

Bridgeton,  New  Jersey,  Aid  Society.    Will  support  a  missionary. 
Auxiliary  of  Central  Church,  Pittsburg.    Missionary,  Miss  Dickey, 
of  Furrukhabad,  India. 
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North  Church,  Pittsburg,  Auxiliary. 

Park  Central  Church,  Syracuse,  New  York. 

Auxiliary  Society,  at  Youngstown,  Ohio. 

Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  Poughkeepsie,  New  York. 
Missionary,  Miss  M.  J.  Brown,  Shantung. 

Westminster  Church  Auxiliary,  Detroit,  Michigan. 

Auxiliary,  Canton,  St.  Lawrence  County,  New  York. 

Auxiliary,  Dr.  Brownson's  Church,  Washington,  Penna.  Support 
Bible-women  in  Persia. 

Auxiliary  in  Beaver,  Penna. 

Hammonton,  New  Jersey,  Auxiliary.  Support  a  pupil  in  the  board- 
ing school  at  Dehra,  India. 

Ladies'  Missionary  Societj',  Downingtown,  Penna. 

Auxiliary  Society,  Hillsdiile,  Michigan.  Support  one  pupil  in  Female 
Seminary  at  Beirut;  also,  Judith,  Bible-reader  under  Mrs.  Walsh,  at 
Allahabad. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Auxiliary  of  North  Church.  Support  Bible- 
women  in  Persia,  and  one  girl  in  school  at  Oroomiah,  Persia. 

Buffalo,  New  York,  Auxiliary  Society  of  Lafayette  Street  Church. 
Support  two  Bible-readers  in  Persia  and  one  girl  in  school  at  Oroomiah. 

Auxiliary  Society,  Kev.  Mr.  Hodge's  Church,  Burlington,  New  Jer- 
sey.   Support  a  Bible-reader  in  India. 

Independence,  Buchanan  County,  Iowa. 

Three  Rivers,  Michigan,  Auxiliary. 

Portland,  Oregon,  Branch  of  W.  F.  M.  S.  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Auxiliary  of  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Pittsburg. 
Wilkesbarre  Branch  of  the  W.  F.  M.  S. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

Fullerton  Memorial  Missionary  Society,  Princeton  Church,  West 
Philadelphia.  Expect  to  give  the  outfit  and  support  of  one  of  the  new 
missionaries  to  Persia. 

Memorial  Missionary  Society  of  Calvary  Church.  Missionary,  Mrs. 
Janvier,  of  Lodiana. 

Auxiliary  Society  of  First  Presbyterian  Church.  Missionary,  Miss 
Noyes,  of  Canton,  China. 

West  Spruce  Street  Church  Auxiliary.  Missionarj',  Mrs.  Nevius,  of 
Shantung,  China. 

Woodlands  Church  Auxiliary,  West  Philadelphia.  Missionary,  Miss 
I.  A.  Nassau,  of  Corisco,  Africa. 
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Auxiliary  of  Chestnut  Hill  Presbyterian  Church.  This  Society  has 
adopted  the  mite-chest  plan  of  raising  funds,  and  will  educate  a  girl  in 
the  Female  Seminary  at  Beirut,  Syria. 

West  Walnut  Street  Church,  West  Philadelphia,  Auxiliary  Society. 
Missionary,  Miss  Jackson,  of  Beirut,  Syria. 

West  Arch  Street  Church  Auxiliary.  Missionary,  Mrs.  J.  J.  Walsh, 
Allahabad. 

Clinton  Street  Church  Auxiliary.  Support  three  pupils  in  the  school 
at  Oroomiah  and  fifteen  native  assistants  in  the  Persian  Mission. 

Keunion  Auxiliary  of  Old  Pine  Street  Church.  Missionary,  Mrs. 
Keutlinger,  Gaboon,  Africa. 

Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  Oxford  Church.  Will  sup- 
port a  missionary. 

McDowell  Auxiliary  of  Spring  Garden  Church. 

Seventh  Presbyterian  Church  Auxiliary.  Support  three  children  in 
Dr.  McCartee's  school,  at  Ningpo,  China. 

Arch  Street  Church  Auxiliary.    Missionary,  Miss  Walsh,  Allahabad. 
Auxiliary  of  Cohocksink  Presbyterian  Church. 
Auxiliary  of  Darby  Borough  Presbyterian  Church. 


Hope  Band,  Newark,  Delaware. 

Bible-Class  Band,  West  Spruce  Street  Church,  Philadelphia. 
Cunningham  Band,  Spring  Garden  Church,  Philadelphia. 

  Band,  Spring  Garden  Church,  Philadelphia. 

The  Young  Voyagers,  First  Church,  Pittsburg. 

Workers  for  Jesus,  Third  Church,  Philadelphia.  Support  two  Bible- 
women  at  Mynpurie,  India. 

Infant  Band,  Cheerful  Givers,  South  Church,  Philadelphia. 

Buds  of  Promise,  Clinton  Street  Church,  Philadelphia.  $25  for  Kola- 
poor  Mission. 

Cornes  Band,  Washington,  Penna.    Support  a  child  in  the  Oroomiah 


MISSION  BANDS  AND  CIRCLES. 


Band  of  Faith,  Metropolitan  Church,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Humphrey  Mission  Band,  Calvary  Church,  Philadelphia. 
Day  Dawn  Band,  Calvary  Church,  Philadelphia. 
Band  of  Hope,  Woodlands  Church,  West  Philadelphia. 


'  I  Bridgeton,  New  Jersey. 


School. 
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Home  Circle  for  the  Children  of  Two  Families,  Kev.  Dr.  Brownson's 
Church,  Washington,  Penna. 

Kichardson  Band,  First  Church,  Detroit,  Michigan. 

Mission  Band,  Odessa,  Delaware. 

Kate  Craven  Mission  Circle,  Newtown,  Penna. 

John  Moffatt  Band,  Second  Church,  Wheeling,  West  Virginia.  Sup- 
port Punditain,  Bible-woman,  at  Allahabad. 

Martin  Luther  Band,  Second  Church,  Wheeling,  West  Virginia. 
Support  Bible-woman  at  Corisco. 

Helping  Hand,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Mission  Band  of  Faith,  Metropolitan  Presbyterian  Church,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 


Constitution  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society 
of  the  Presbyterian  Cliurch. 

Article  1.  This  Societj^  shall  be  called  the  "  Woman's  For- 
eign Missionary  Society  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,"  and  its 
central  point  of  operations  shall  be  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Article  2.  Its  object  shall  be  to  aid  the  Presbyterian 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  by  promoting  its  work  among 
the  women  and  children  of  heathen  lands;  and  for  this  pur- 
pose it  shall  receive  and  disburse  all  money  which  shall  be 
contributed  to  the  Societ}",  subject  to  the  action  of  that  Board, 
in  the  appointment  of  missionaries  supported  by  the  Society, 
with  the  fixing  their  salaries  and  locations.  To  the  further- 
ance of  this  end,  it  shall  also  endeavor  to  organize  similar 
associations  in  other  Presbyterian  churches,  and  these  asso- 
ciations shall  bear  the  name  of  Auxiliary  Societies  to  the 
Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  shall  report  their  work  to  this  Society  at  such 
time  as  the  By-laws  may  direct. 

Article  3.  Each  j^erson  paying  one  dollar  annually  shall 
become  a  member  of  this  Society.  The  payment  of  twenty- 
five  dollars  at  one  time  shall  constitute  a  life-membership. 

Article  4.  The  business  of  this  Society  shall  be  conducted 
by  a  President,  four  Vice-Presidents,  a  Secretary,  an  Assist- 
ant Secretary,  one  or  more  Corresponding  Secretaries,  and  a 
Treasurer,  with  a  Board  of  Twenty  Managers,  who  shall 
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appoint  from  their  number  such  committees  as  may  be  found 
necessary  for  the  transaction  of  their  business.  They  shall 
have  the  power  of  appointing  Corresponding  Members  when 
the  objects  of  the  Society  shall  be  promoted  thereby.  They 
shall  also  have  authority  to  fill  vacancies  occurring  in  their 
body  during  the  year. 

Article  5.  The  Annual  Meeting  of  this  Society  shall  be 
held  on  the  last  Thursday  in  April,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
at  which  time  the  Board  of  Managers  shall  report  to  the  So- 
ciety the  operations,  condition,  and  prospects  thereof,  and  an 
election  shall  be  held  for  officers  and  managers  for  the  ensu- 
ing year. 

Article  6.  A  special  meeting  of  the  Society  may  be  called 
at  any  time  by  the  President,  upon  the  request  of  five  of  the 
Managers. 

Article  7.  This  Constitution  may  be  altered  at  any  regu- 
lar meeting  of  the  Society,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present,  notice  of  the  intention  to  propose  any 
alteration  having  been  given  at  a  previous  meeting. 

CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Managers  of  the  "Woman's 
Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,"  the 
following  motion  was  made  and  adopted:  "That  Auxiliaries 
have  the  power  annually  to  appoint  each  a  Corresponding 
Member,  who  shall  have  the  j^rivilege  of  attending  the 
monthly  meetings  of  the  Society."  By  this  means,  we  seek 
to  enlist  the  sympathies,  and  secure  a  co-operation  of  the 
Christian  women  in  the  woi'k  to  which  the  Society  is  pledged. 

The  Society  also  elects  ladies  residing  in  various  places  as 
Corresponding  members.  It  is  hoped  that  the  persons  thus 
chosen  will  organize  Auxiliary  Societies  or  Mission  Bands  in 
their  respective  churches  or  neighborhoods. 

Constitution  for  an  Auxiliary  to  the  Woman's  Foreign 
Missionary  Society  of  the  JPresb yterian  Church. 

Article  1.  This  Society  shall  be  called  the  of  the 

Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 
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Article  2.  Its  object  shall  be  to  aid  the  General  Society  in 
sending  to  foreign  fields,  and  sustaining  female  missionaries, 
Bible-readers  and  teachers  who  shall  labor  among  heathen 
women  and  children. 

Article  3.  Any  person  may  become  a  member  of  this 
Society  by  the  payment  of  $  annually. 

Article  4.  The  officers  of  this  Society  shall  be  a  President, 
Secretary,  and  Treasurer. 

Article  5.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings,  and 
have  a  general  oversight  of  the  work. 

Article  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  record 
the  proceedings  of  the  Society,  give  notice  of  meetings,  and 
prepare  the  Annual  Eeport.  She  must  also  keep  the  General 
Society  informed  of  the  condition  of  the  auxiliary,  and  for- 
ward a  list  of  officers,  and  the  report  with  that  of  the  Treas- 
urer. 

Article  7.  The  Treasurer's  duty  shall  be  to  report  the 
state  of  the  treasury  at  every  meeting,  and  remit  the  funds 
yearly  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  General  Society,  on  or  before 
the  first  Tuesday  in  March. 

Article  8.  This  Society  shall  hold  regular  stated  meet- 
ings, when  all  suitable  measures  shall  be  adopted  to  promote 
interest  in  this  branch  of  missionary  work,  and  an  annual 
meeting  to  elect  officers,  and  hear  their  Annual  Report. 

Memoranda. 

An  Auxiliary  Society,  raising  sufficient  means,  may  have 
the  privilege  of  designating  a  missionary  whom  they  will 
support.  Any  rules  relating  to  the  local  affairs  of  the  So- 
ciety may  be  adopted,  provided  they  do  not  conflict  with  the 
Constitution  and  By-laws  of  the  General  Society. 

Mules  for  Forming  3Hssion  Bands. 

1.  An  association  of  young  ladies  banded  together  to  aid 
the  "Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,"  shall  be  called  a  "Mission  Band." 

2.  Each  band  shall  be  responsible  for  the  payment  of  not 
less  than  $20  a  year. 
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3.  A  child  may  become  a  member  of  a  mission  band  by  the 
annual  payment  of  twenty-five  cents.  Parents  or  other 
adults  may  become  honorary  members  by  the  annual  pay- 
ment of  fift}^  cents. 

4.  Each  member  shall  be  entitled  to  a  certificate  of  mem- 
bership provided  by  this  Society. 

5.  A  mission  band  may  be  formed  by  four  or  six  young 
ladies  or  children  acting  as  collectors,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  obtain  the  names  of  members,  return  them  certificates  of 
membership  properly  filled  out,  and  also  to  make  j-early  col- 
lections as  they  become  due. 

6.  Each  mission  band  shall  have  the  superintendence  of 
some  lady  in  the  same  church  where  it  is  formed,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  watch  over  and  direct  the  labors  of  the  col- 
lectors, see  that  their  payments  are  duly  made  to  the  general 
treasurer,  and  in  every  way  encourage  their  efforts. 

7.  Each  mission  band  must  select  an  appropriate  name, 
not  already  in  use,  that  no  confusion  arise  in  the  acknowl- 
edgment of  money. 

Constitution  for  Mission  Circles, 

Article  1.  An  association  of  youth,  remitting  annually 
not  less  than  five  dollars  to  the  W.  F.  M.  S.,  shall  constitute 
a  mission  circle. 

Article  2.  Each  circle  shall  be  designated  by  an  appro- 
priate name,  and  shall  appoint  a  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  to 
whom  due  acknowledgment  can  be  returned  by  the  Society. 
Or,  if  preferred,  the  following  pledge  can  be  adopted: 

PLEDGE  FOR  MISSION  CIRCLES. 

We  desire  to  help  in  sending  the  Gospel  to  heathen  children, 
that  they  may  learn  about  Christ,  who  died  to  save  them. 
We  promise  to  give  one  cent  a  week  to  the  Missionary  Box, 
and  to  come  together  once  a  month  to  work  for  the  cause, 
and  to  bear  about  missions. 
Signed, 


THE  TREASURY. 
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Iteceix>fs  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 

"West  Arch  Street  Church,  Philadelphia,  "Auxiliary  Society," 

Mrs.  Ambler,  Treasurer,  $159  00 

Spring  Garden  Church,  Philadelphia,  by  Mrs.  McDowell  and 

Miss  Thompson,  13  50 

Woodland  Church,  Philadelphia,  "Auxiliary  Society"  (in 

part),  Support  of  Miss  Nassau,  Corisco  Mission,    133  97 
"        by  Kev.  J.  M.  Crowell,  D.D.,  for  support  of  child 

in  Dr.  McCartee's  school,  China,        .       .       .      70  00 
Kensington  Church,  Philadelphia,  by  Mrs.  Charles  C.  Aitkin, 

to  make  herself  a  Lite  Member,   25  00 

Sixth  Church,  Philadelphia,  by  Mrs.  W.  S.  Boyd,  to  make  her- 
self a  Life  Member,   25  00 

Green  Hill  Church,  Philadelphia,  by  Mrs.  Wiswell,  .  .  1  00 
South  Church,  Philadelphia,  "  Infant  Sunday  School,"  to  make 

Miss  Mary  M.  Archer  a  Life  Member,    .       .      25  00 
"  by  Mrs.  Rev.  R.  M.  Patterson,    .       .       .       .       1  00 

"  by  Infant  Band,  "Cheerful  Givers,"  to  make 

Mrs.  Sophia  Reed  a  Life  Member,  .       .       .      25  00 
West  Spruce  Street  Church,  Philadelphia,  by  Mrs.  J.  D. 

McCord,  to  make  Rev.  W.  P.  Breed,  D.D.,  a 

Life  Member,   25  00 

"  by  "Auxiliary  Society,"  for  support  of  Mrs. 

Nevius,  China,   325  00 

First  Church,  Philadelphia,  by  Mrs.  E.  P.  Wilson,  to  make 

Rev.  S.  W.  Dana  a  Life  Member,    .       .       .  25*00 
"         by  "Auxiliary  Society,"  for  support  of  Miss 

Noycs,  China,  six  months,       ....    175  00 
Calvary  Church,  Philadelphia,  by  Mrs.  Z.  M.  Humphrey,       .    .  5  00 
"  by  "Auxiliary  Society,"  for  support  (in  part)  of 

Mrs.  Janvier,  India,   400  00 

"  by  Mrs.  Judge  Strong,  1  00 

Drawyer's  Church,  Odessa,  Del.,  Bible  Class  Mission  Band,  .  20  00 
Olivet  Church,  Philadelphia,  by  Mrs.  Thomas  AVood,  .  .  2  00 
Princeton  Church,  Philadelphia,  "  Auxiliary  Society,"  by  Mrs. 

Fullerton,   78  84 

"  "Auxiliary  Society,"  by  Mrs.  E.  F.  Haidie, 
Treasurer,  for  support  of  a  Missionary  not  yet 
selected,  201  25 
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Princeton  Church,  "Fullcrton  Memorial  Mission  Band,"  for 
American  Teacher  and  Bible  Reader  in  Persia, 
$33  00,  and  for  support  of  a  Little  Girl  in 
Gaboon  Mission,  Africa,  $22  50,     .       .       .    $55  50 
"  by  Mrs.  E.  F.  Haidie,  for  support  of  a  Child  in 

Dr.  McCartee's  School,  $55  50,  by  Samuel 
Coyl,  Esq.,  for  same,  $55  50,  by  Infant  Sun- 
day School,  for  same,  $55  50,  .  .  .  .  166  50 
North  Tenth  Church,  Philadelphia,  by  Mrs  Newkirk,  .  .  1  00 
Norristown  Church,  Pennsylvania,  by  Mrs.  Dr.  Ralston,  .  1  00 
Presbyterian  Church,  Newark,  Delaware,  "Hope  Band,"  .  20  00 
Newtown  Church,  Bucks  Co.,  Pa.,  "Kate  Craven"  Mission 

Circle,  10  00 

Park  Central  Church,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  a  Thank-offering,  by 
Mrs.  M.  M.  Truair,  to  make  Mrs.  Julia  Fill- 
more, Mrs.  Medora  E.  Strong,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Thurbur,  and   Mrs.  Jennie   Manning,  Life 

3Iembers,   100  00 

"  by  "  Auxiliary  Society,"   25  00 

Tenth  Church,  Philadelphia,  by  Mrs.  James  A.  Bayard,  .       .      20  00 

"  by  Mrs.  E.  H.  Creighton,   100  00 

Tamaqua  Church,  Pa.,  by  George  Wiggens,  Esq.,  to  make  Mrs. 

Laura  Meeker  a  Life  Member,   25  00 

Alexander  Church,  Philadelphia,  by  Mrs.  McNeely,       .       .       3  00 
Chestnut  Hill  Church,  Philadelphia,  by  Mrs.  M.  B.  Grier,      .       2  00 
First  Church,  Washington,  Pa.,  by  Miss  J.  W.  Baird,  to  Sup- 
port Bible  Readers  in  Persia,  .       .       .       .       .       .       .     50  00 

Seventh  Church,  Philadelphia,  "Auxiliary  Society"  and  Sab- 
bath School,  for  Support  of  Three  Children  in  Dr.  McCartee's 

School,  China,   150  00 

Canton  Church,  N.  Y.,  "Auxiliary  Society,"  to  make  Mrs. 

Catharine  Gardner  and  Mrs.  Lorena  Leonard  Life  Members,  50  00 
Knoxville  Church,  Tenn.,  by  C.J.  McClung,  from  "Infant 

Class,"  for  Native  Teacher  in  Oroomiah,  Persia,  .       .       .      10  00 
Old  Pine  Street  Church,  Philadelphia,  Mission  Band,  "Workers 
for  Jesus"  (in  part),  support  of  Bible  Reader 
in  India,  and  to  make  Mrs.  R.  H.  Allen  a  Life 

Member,   25  00 

"  by  "  Reunion  Auxiliary  Society,"  for  support  of 

Mrs.  Reutlinger,  Gaboon  Mission,  Africa,      .    250  00 
Lafayette  Avenue  Church,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  by  Mrs.  E.  M. 

Edelman,  10  00 

Beaver  Church,  Beaver,  Pa.,  "Auxiliary  Society,"  .       .       .32  00 
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"Walnut  Street  Church,  Philadelphia,  "  Auxiliary  Society,"  for 

support  of  Miss  Jackson,  Syria,      ......  $333  50 

First  Church,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  from  "Ladies'  Foreign 

Missionary  Society,"   120  00 

North  Church,  Allegheny  City,  Pa.,  "Auxiliary  Society,"  for 

Zenana  Work  in  India,   80  30 

First  Church,  Pittsburg,  Infant  Sunday  School  Mission  Band, 

"Young  Voyagers,"  per  Mrs.  M.  T.  Murphy,       .       .       .      25  00 

Bridgeton  Churches,  N.  J.,  "  Bridgeton  Aid  Society,"  for  Sup- 
port of  Missionary,   276  00 

Central  Church,  Pittsburg,  by  Mrs.  Jacobus,    .       .       .       .       2  00 
**  "Auxiliary  Society"  (in  part),  support  of  Miss 

Dickey  in  India,   100  00 

Bethany  Church,  Philadelphia,  by  Mrs.  J.  H,  Coyle,       .       .       1  00 

Leetsdale  Church,  Pa.,  "Mission  Band,"   28  00 

First  Church,  Independence,  Iowa,  "Auxiliary  Society,"       .     30  00 

Hillsdale  Church,  Michigan,  "Auxiliary  Society,"  part  support 

of  Bible  Reader  in  India,   25  00 

Oxford  Church,  Philadelphia,  "Auxiliary  Society,"  first  pay- 
ment for  support  of  a  Missionary,   300  00 

Clinton  Street  Church,  Philadelphia,  Mission  Band,  "  Buds  of 
Promise,"  School  in  Persia,  $51  00,  and  Kola- 
poor  Mission,  $25  00,   7G  00 

"  by  "Auxiliary  Society"  for  Woman's  "Work  in 

Persia,  2G3  00 

Darby  Borough  Church,  Pa.,  "  Auxiliary  Society,"  for  support 

of  a  Bible  Reader  in  Persia,    .       .       .       .       .       .       .      30  30 

Chestnut  Hill  Church,  Philadelphia,  "Auxiliary  Society,"  for 

support  of  a  Child  in  the  Female  Seminary,  Beirut,  Syria,  .    105  00 

"Woodlands  Church,  Philadelphia,  "Auxiliary  Society"  (ad- 
ditional), for  support  of  Miss  Nassau,  Africa,        .       .       .     62  50 

North  Tenth  Church,  Philadelphia,  "Sunday  School,"  for  sup- 
port of  Two  Bible  Readers  in  Persia,   30  00 

"  Ladies'  Missionary,"  Jonesborough,  Tenn.,  by  Mrs.  S.  J.  Rhea,      19  00 

Downingtown  Church,  Pa.,  "  Auxiliary  Society,"    .       .       .      25  00 

Miscellaneous:  Collection  in  "Walnut  Street  Church,  Philadel- 
phia, at  Union  Meeting,  to  make  Rev.  "W.  E.  Schenk,  D.D., 
and  Rev.  Wm.  Speer,  D.D.,  Life  •Members,  $54  30;  Ada  C. 
Parris,  New  Orleans,  25  cents  ;  a  few  Ladies  in  Bell  Valley, 
Pa.,  $5  00,   59  55 

$4834  71 
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Box  of  Clothing  for  Mrs.  Bushnell's  School,  Gaboon  Mission, 

Africa,  from  Chestnut  Hill  Church,  Philadelphia,  valued,    .  $165  00 

Mrs.  J,  D.  McCord, 

Treasurer., 
1334  Chestnut  Street. 


Extracts  from  Letters  at  Home  concerning  this  Works 

"  I  rejoice  to  hear  that  a  Woman's  Society  has  been  formed 
in  connection  with  the  Presbyterian  Board,  and  I  trust  ere 
long  every  Presbyterian  woman  in  the  land  will  be  identified 
with  it.  If  each  would  contribute  but  a  dollar,  what  an 
amount  of  good  might  be  done;  and  if  added  to  the  dollar 
might  be  the  earnest,  heartfelt  prayers  of  all  these  women 
for  their  heathen  sisters,  what  might  we  not  look  for !" 

^'I  am  heartily  glad  to  see  this  movement,  and  if  you  can 
induce  the  pastors  to  take  hold  of  the  enterprise,  an  imme- 
diate revenue  must  flow  into  your  treasury.  Why  our  Meth- 
odist and  Congregational  brethren  and  sisters  should  be  in 
our  advance,  I  have  never  understood." 

"  I  am,  and  always  have  been,  from  the  time  I  consecrated 
myself  to  Jesus,  very  deeply  interested  in  the  cause  of  For- 
eign Missions,  and  have  read  with  great  gratification  the 
notices  in  the  papers  of  the  recent  movement  made  by  Chris- 
tian women  in  behalf  of  their  degraded  heathen  sisters.  It 
appears  to  me  that  the  right  standpoint  has  been  gained, 
and  that  it  only  remains  for  the  Church,  in  the  persons  of  its 
individual  members,  to  respond  to  this  appeal  at  once  by  or- 
ganizing auxiliaries  similar  to  yours,  which  is  in  itself  one  of 
the  motive  powers  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions." 

"  I  have  watched  this  grow'th  of  interest  in  the  mission  to 
women  among  the  ladies  of  our  Church,  with  gratitude  to 
Him  who  is  the  author  of  it,  and  I  feel  sure  that  rich  bless- 
ings will  follow  not  only  to  the  inhabitants  of  foreign  lands, 
but  to  ourselves  at  home." 
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